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First Reading Exodus 20:1-17 
After escaping from slavery, the Israelites come to Mount Sinai, where God teaches them how to live in community. The Ten Commandments proclaim that God alone is worthy of worship. Flowing from God, the life of the community flourishes when based on honesty, trust, fidelity, and respect for life, family, and property.
1God spoke all these words: 2 I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 3 you shall have no other gods before me. 4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, 6 but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you. 13You shall not murder. 14You shall not commit adultery. 15You shall not steal. 16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.
Psalm 19 
1The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork. 2One day tells its tale to another, and one night imparts knowledge to another. 3Although they have no words or language, and their voices are not heard, 4 their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the world, where God has pitched a tent for the sun. 5 It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it again; nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 7The teaching of the Lord is perfect and revives the 

soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 8The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes. 9The fear of the Lord is clean and endures forever; the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 11By them also is your servant enlightened, and in keeping them there is great reward. 12Who can detect one’s own offenses? Cleanse me from my secret faults. 13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me; then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:18-25
The word of the cross is pure foolishness and nonsense to the world because it claims that God is mostly revealed in weakness, humiliation, and death. But through such divine foolishness and weakness, God is working to save us. The center of Paul’s preaching is Christ crucified.
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.
Gospel John 2:13-22 
Jesus attacks the commercialization of religion by driving merchants out of the temple. When challenged, he responds mysteriously, with the first prediction of his own death and resurrection. In the midst of a seemingly stable religious center, Jesus suggests that the center itself has changed.
13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. 15Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the 

cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking of the temple of his body. 22After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
SERMON
	There is a meme being shared on social media this week…most likely, by pastors who knew the assigned gospel for this week…that said, “If anyone ever asks you, ‘what would Jesus do?’ Remind them that flipping over tables and chasing people with a whip is within the realm of possibilities.” Jesus’ extreme actions in today’s gospel passage are probably one of the first things we notice about this story. It isn’t very often that we hear about Jesus doing something so disruptive nor so destructive. 
	I want to say, before we go too much further, that we have moved from the gospel of Mark to the gospel of John. And the gospel of John is a whole different animal from the rest of the gospels. What we can say about John’s gospel is that it is the last of the gospels to be written and it was much later than the other 3. And, as a result, John’s gospel is a little less concerned with telling the story in the order in which it happened and more focused on bearing witness to who Jesus is. That doesn’t make it any less important nor any less true. It just means that we approach John’s gospel a little differently from the other 3 gospels.
	The reason I bring this up is because of the way in which we are to understand Jesus’ actions here. Many of us are probably familiar with some story of Jesus overturning tables in the Temple. And we are likely to think of the story as Jesus’ condemning those who ran the booths and the money exchange for exploiting the people. And that’s a sermon I wouldn’t mind preaching! But here in John’s gospel, Jesus is setting up a contrast between the system set up for relationship with God and the way actual relationship with God works.  Jesus’ ministry clarified for humanity where God was really located…God was located with humanity.
	I’m not completely sure why Jesus was so destructive in his approach here. But that’s coming from someone who doesn’t really like conflict or confrontation. Regardless of my 

personal preferences, there are times when something is so embedded in our practice or in our understanding that it will take something drastic to change it. Sometimes disruption needs to happen in order get people to begin to question a practice or system.  So here, Jesus is disrupting business as usual to indicate that it was time to understand God differently, to reconsider God’s character and God’s location.
	When reading John’s gospel, it becomes important to know other parts of the gospel in order to make connections.  In chapter 1 of John’s gospel, it says, “And the word became flesh and dwelt among us.” From the very beginning of this gospel, the writer makes it clear that Jesus is the word of God in the flesh making a home here with humanity. That is a pretty drastic, daring thing for God to do in the first place. Regardless of what gospel we read, what part of the Bible we read, what our lives are like every day, we will be easily aware of how sinful we are. We have strayed quite far from what God intended for us. And yet, “The word became flesh and lived among us.” The point is, no matter how sinful we are, God wanted to draw near to us and did so through Jesus.
	So, what does this have to do with Jesus turning over tables?  The occasion in which Jesus did this was the festival of Passover. Droves of people were coming to Jerusalem, to the Temple to celebrate a God who saved their ancestors and forever became their God. God established this relationship by God’s initiative. And this is God’s character for forever…a God who wants relationship with humanity. Yet over time, those in leadership lost focus of the character of God.  They could set up a smooth operation for providing sacrifices for the traveling worshipper to offer during the festival.  But they could not set up a smooth operation for providing for the poor, the widow, the orphan, caring for the ill and those with disease, living out the ethical aspect of the law by seeing God both in worship AND in their neighbor in need.
	While these things are not spelled out in this passage, we hear stories in John’s gospel that demonstrate this lack of understanding. The healing of the Man Born Blind is the story that exemplifies this problem perfectly. The man can do nothing but beg because he has no way to support himself since he cannot see. Yet even through Jesus’ healing, he still faces opposition because the religious leadership cannot deal with the fact that something outside of what they had in place could possibly be at work.
	And in today’s passage as well, Jesus draws the ire of the religious leaders who question his authority. Jesus is the authority…but obviously not everyone is going to recognize that right 

away, or even at all. Still, it is Jesus’ mission to reveal that God is here…God is at the Temple when people worship because God’s people are gathered. But God is also with the blind man in his suffering, God is also with Jesus even when he suffers and dies. God is with humanity wherever humanity is, when we are worshipping, when we are suffering, when we are serving one another, when we feel alone.   
	Some of you saw this on my mom’s Facebook page, that, the other night, when we were driving home from the midweek Lent gathering, we drove past the place where Abby’s daycare is located. So, my mom said to her, “Abby, wave, say goodnight everyone. See you tomorrow.” And Abby’s response was, “Nee Nee, the kids and the teachers aren’t there now. They go home for the night and sleep there.”
	For us today, Jesus reminds us that God doesn’t sleep in a building all week waiting for us to come and gather for worship.  God is here when we are here because…we are gathered here together and God, through the Spirit, strengthens our faith.  But God, through Christ, is with us in our homes, is with us in the settings we live and work.  God is with us in the times and places where we suffer. And Jesus calls us to see God, not only with us but with those who suffer around us.  We come and worship God here and we worship God out there by caring for our neighbors who, like us, were created in God’s image. Amen.
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Thought you might like to see some lilac bush flowers and remember the smells of springtime.
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