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First Reading Numbers 1:4-6, 10-16, 24-29 
What constitutes legitimate need and legitimate leadership is the focus of this reading. God provides manna in the wilderness, yet the people crave meat. What is truly needful? God bestows the spirit on seventy elders, yet two men not designated as leaders prophesy in the power of God’s spirit. What constitutes real leadership?
4The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept again, and said, “If only we had meat to eat! 5We remember the fish we used to eat in Egypt for nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; 6 but now our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but this manna to look at.” 10Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the entrances of their tents. Then the Lord became very angry, and Moses was displeased. 11So Moses said to the Lord, “Why have you treated your servant so badly? Why have I not found favor in your sight, that you lay the burden of all this people on me? 12Did I conceive all this people? Did I give birth to them, that you should say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as a nurse carries a sucking child, to the land that you promised on oath to their ancestors’? 13Where am I to get meat to give to all this people? For they come weeping to me and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ 14I am not able to carry all this people alone, for they are too heavy for me. 15If this is the way you are going to treat me, put me to death at once—if I have found favor in your sight—and do not let me see my misery.” 16So the Lord said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, whom you know to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the tent of meeting, and have them take their place there with you.” 24So Moses went out and told the people the words of the Lord; and he gathered seventy elders of the people, and placed them all around the tent. 25Then the Lord came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders; and when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not do so again. 26Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the spirit rested on them; they were among those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. 27And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” 28And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his chosen men, said, “My lord Moses, stop them!” 29But Moses 


said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the Lord’s people were prophets, and that the Lord would put his spirit on them!”
Psalm 19:7-14
7The teaching of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 8The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes. 9The fear of the Lord is clean and endures forever; the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 11By them also is your servant enlightened, and in keeping them there is great reward. 12Who can detect one’s own offenses? Cleanse me from my secret faults. 13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me; then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.
Second Reading James 5:13-20 
Marks of the Christian community include praying for those who are sick and in need, celebrating with those in good health, restoring those who have strayed, confessing sins to one another, and offering forgiveness to each other.
13Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. 14Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. 16Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. 17Elijah was a hu man being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. 18Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest. 19My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought back by another, 20you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save the sinner’s soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 



Gospel Mark 9:38-50 
On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus teaches his disciples about ministry that involves service and sacrifice. His disciples are slow to realize that these words apply to them as well as to others.
38John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” 39But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 40Whoever is not against us is for us. 41For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward. 42“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. 43If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 45And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. 47And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, 48where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched. 49“For everyone will be salted with fire. 50Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” 
Sermon
	A couple years ago, we started learning how to look for and share God Moments in our lives. These are moments in which we experience God’s presence or have an experience that seems coincidental but is best attributed to God at work or when someone does something kind, caring or generous for us or someone else. It is an important exercise to help us remember that God isn’t just here waiting for us to come back and visit every week; God is out in the world in which we function every day, God is with us wherever we are. It also reminds us that God is at work, not only through us but also independently of us, in many different people and places.
	I hope that this exercise has also opened us up to the reality that God can be at work wherever, through whomever God chooses. Sometimes we as the designated community of Christ, the church, become a little narrowly focused on ourselves and what we are doing. And 

certainly, we did begin this Season after Pentecost with the festival of Pentecost which reminds us that we are part of a larger community of Christ sent into the world with a message and God’s love. At the same time, however, we do not want to fall into a viewpoint in which we “the church” or we “Christians” or we “regular church goers” are the only ones who are allowed to do good, generous, caring things for others, nor the only ones through whom God is at work. 
	In today’s gospel passage, the disciples have developed some tunnel vision when it comes to Jesus’ ministry.  They see someone who is “not one of them,”…not one of the “in crowd”…casting out demons in Jesus’ name and they want to put an end to it.  It’s interesting to see the disciples still have their own tendency to be “gatekeepers” of Jesus’ ministry, of God’s mercy.  I’m used to seeing the Pharisees being “gatekeepers” of God’s mercy, but here we see that this is a danger zone even for Jesus’ own followers.
They became suspicious of someone who is casting out evil spirits, in Jesus’ name.  This is something that the disciples had been invited to do themselves when Jesus’ sent them out.  But because this person was not following “them,” the disciples thought they should stop him.  Well, how nice of them to be so protective of Jesus’ ministry, right?  Wrong! Jesus didn’t come for his own sake. He came for the sake of humanity, to save us with God’s love so we would learn to care about rather than harm one another. What this man was doing was caring about a human being who was suffering. He recognized that Jesus had a power no one else had…to drive out demons. So he used Jesus’ name for exactly what Jesus would want it used for…to bring healing and peace to someone who was suffering. 
It was not Jesus’ ministry that was being threatened…Jesus’ ministry was being done.  It was the disciples’ position that was being threatened…or so they thought.  We are not too far removed from the story of the disciples arguing over who was the greatest.  In another chapter or two James and John are going to ask to be a Jesus’ left and right hand, which would be positions of honor when you’re talking about a kingdom.  They still didn’t understand…they were still looking for status to come with this position for which they were chosen, with this Messiah who had called them to follow him.
Jesus doesn’t need anyone to protect his ministry.  Being a gatekeeper to Jesus’ ministry does nothing more than limit the reach of God’s powers of mercy and healing. Jesus doesn’t 

call for gatekeepers. Jesus calls for those who want to expansively share the love and mercy of God that they have received. The more people whose lives are touched by the love and mercy of God, the more inspiring it is for them, for us, for all who hear their story and are reminded that God is here with us in our midst.
	We are starting to hear reports of some of the destruction that has occurred from Hurricane Helene in Florida, North Carolina and other southern states.  We will certainly be saddened by the loss of life as the death toll rises. But one of the other stories that come out of these disasters are the stories of neighborliness, of heroism, stories of generosity.  Just before the storm hit, I saw a story of a young man from the area heading down with his boat to help with rescue efforts. So often, in the midst of these devastating circumstances, we see will see God at work in the kindness of both neighbor and stranger toward those who are suffering.
	As we read on to verse 42, we see Jesus make a reference to putting a stumbling block before “one of these little ones who believe in me.” We are to image that Jesus still has the little child in his arms or nearby as he teaches these things. One of our roles as a church is to teach children and youth how they can use their gifts and abilities to share God’s love and care for their neighbor both through their church and outside the church’s particular ministry. So it is also important for us to point out ways in which God is at work both inside AND outside the community that is the church.  
	We see God’s love at work through the teachers and coaches who play a supportive role for the children they teach and coach. We see God’s love at work through many organizations that we work together to support, from Lutheran World Relief globally to Operation Blessing locally. We see God’s love at work through organizations that support families during various illness like cancer, Alzheimer’s Disease and Parkinson’s. We see God’s love at work through those who work to support the lives of senior citizens, people with disabilities, those who have lost loved ones. There really is so much good work going on around us through churches but also outside of churches. For a God who, through Christ, conquered the powers of death, it is certainly very possible for this God to be at work wherever, however God wants to be.
Pastor Dave Daubert, who is responsible for teaching us about God Moments and how to look for them in our lives, also encourages congregations to look around the community at the good work that is already being done and find ways to support it.  Find ways to support the 

good work already being done in the community rather than duplicating it.  This is a helpful suggestion for us to seriously consider as we discern how to love and care for the people in our community. Amen. 
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