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First Reading 1 Kings 17:8-16 
This chapter begins the story of Elijah. God sends a drought on Israel because of the sins of King Ahab. This passage depicts God’s saving acts not only on behalf of Elijah, but also on behalf of those who are associated with the prophet, even a foreigner, the widow of Zarephath.
8 The word of the Lord came to Elijah, saying, 9 “Go now to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and live there; for I have commanded a widow there to feed you.” 10 So he set out and went to Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the town, a widow was there gathering sticks; he called to her and said, “Bring me a little water in a vessel, so that I may drink.” 11 As she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” 12 But she said, “As the Lord your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; I am now gathering a couple of sticks, so that I may go home and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die.” 13 Elijah said to her, “Do not be afraid; go and do as you have said; but first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterwards make something for yourself and your son. 14 For thus says the Lord the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until the day that the Lord sends rain on the earth.” 15 She went and did as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her household ate for many days. 16 The jar of meal was not emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, according to the word of the Lord that he spoke by Elijah.
Psalm 146
1 Hallelujah! Praise the Lord, O my soul! 2 I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 3 Put not your trust in rulers, in mortals in whom there is no help. 4 When they breathe their last, they return to earth, and in that day their thoughts perish. 5 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope is in the Lord their God; 6 who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who keeps promises forever; 7 who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. The Lord sets the captive free. 8 The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous. 9 The Lord cares for the stranger; the Lord sustains the orphan and widow but frustrates the way of the wicked. 10The Lord shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Halleluja.



Second Reading Hebrews 9:24-28 
The letter to the Hebrews describes Christ as a high priest who offers himself as a sacrifice for our sin. Christ does not die again and again each year. He died once, is alive with God, and will reveal himself on the last day.
24 Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere copy of the true one, but he entered into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. 25 Nor was it to offer himself again and again, as the high priest enters the Holy Place year after year with blood that is not his own; 26 for then he would have had to suffer again and again since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the age to remove sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 And just as it is appointed for mortals to die once, and after that the judgment, 28 so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin, but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.
Gospel Mark 12:38-44
After engaging in a series of public arguments with religious leaders in the temple, Jesus contrasts the proud and oppressive ways of those leaders with the sacrificial humility and poverty of the widow.
38 As Jesus taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, 39 and to have the best seats in the synagogues and places of honor at banquets! 40 They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.” 41 He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. 42 A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a penny. 43 Then he called his disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. 44 For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”
Sermon
	This past week we as a nation exercised our civic duty to vote for our local, state and national leaders as well as voting on certain issues brought before us. Often times, after an election is over, there is a sense of relief because we’re done with the ads, the phone calls and 

the signs littering every corner. But this year feels different. There are definitely some among us who are happy with the result and are just relieved to be done as in past years. But from what I’ve seen on social media and heard from some people, there are also those who are experiencing fear and anger about how our nation’s newly elected leaders’ decisions will impact their own lives or the lives of those they care about. Most likely there are people in our congregation that feel happy and relieved and there are people in our congregation who are experiencing fear and anger. Our understandings, our feelings in relation to our shared life together are still miles apart. But trying to listen to, to understand those who are truly struggling right now would go a long way in building and strengthening relationships. And for anyone who needs someone to talk to about it, my door is always open. 
	The truth is, I am utterly astounded at how both political parties cast their opponents as evil. I don’t recall politics being like this until recently, unless I was just too young to notice. But the real sad part is that there are Christians who buy into it based on their party of choice.  That means that there are Christians who think a candidate is great while other Christians believe the candidate is evil and vice versa. That means that followers of Jesus cannot even agree on what evil is! 
	One of the things we do agree on is that we understand that leaders can become corrupt and will not always act with integrity. Interestingly enough, it is the Psalm assigned for this weekend that reminds us of this. [We don’t use the psalm on Saturday, but] the psalm assigned for this weekend is Psalm 146. It is a psalm of praise to God, but it also says, “Put not your trust in rulers, in mortals in whom there is no help. When they breathe their last, they return to earth, and in that day their thoughts perish.” With that said, our leaders always have and always will need our prayers to be good leaders who care for the people, especially those in greatest need.
	We see in today’s gospel passage that religious leaders are not exempt from the pitfalls of going astray in their leadership. The passage begins with Jesus’ words of warning about these particular religious leaders, the Scribes. This particular group would have been knowledgeable about the Jewish Law and were responsible for preparing legal contracts. Jesus’ criticism is that they strive to look good and be well-respected, even putting on the appearance 


of being faithful by saying long prayers. The big BUT here is that they “devour widow’s houses.” What this means is that they are responsible for draining the resources of widows. 
	Remember that, in a patriarchal society like what existed in Jesus’ day, women relied on the support of the men in their lives…first their father, then their husband. Once a woman’s husband died, her means of support was gone. In the Law, widows were among those vulnerable groups of people that the community was called to care for and support. But apparently, in Jesus’ day, these religious leaders, rather than supporting widows were actually draining widows of what little resources they actually had, contributing to their poverty.
	Jesus’ point is driven home as he and his disciples witness a widow putting 2 coins in the Temple treasury. This story has often been used as a stewardship text to encourage us to give of what we have in trust of God. And while I certainly don’t want to take anything away from the widow’s faith…or any widow who, out of the depths of her faith and gratitude toward God has displayed generosity…the question we have to ask ourselves is, “Would Jesus ask a poor widow to give her last 2 coins to the treasury? Would Jesus ask any person in poverty to give the last of what they have?”  Rather, Jesus would teach others to give in support of the widow, the poor. Here, Jesus is warning his disciples, who will become leaders of the Jesus movement not to fall into the same trap as the religious leaders had. God was a God of the poor and marginalized, a God who hears the cries of those who are suffering and meets them with God’s mercy.
	In this story, Jesus is giving his followers eyes of mercy and compassion. It is through eyes of mercy and compassion that God viewed this world in which the powerful flaunted their power and took more and more for themselves while those who could not get ahead, those who were dealt with unjustly, whose resources were drained and were left to suffering did not have the support they were meant to have. God viewed this world and sent Jesus who came for all of us, who suffered for all of us, who died for all of us. He came, he suffered, he died to save us from the sin of selfishness and corruption.
	Jesus wipes our sin away AND gives us eyes to see each other.  Through the eyes of Christ, those who have see those who do not have. Through the eyes of Christ, those who have privilege see those who are not given regard. Through the eyes of Christ, those who feel secure and stable see those who are vulnerable, those who are scared. Through the eyes of Christ, 

those who skate through life without any problem see those who hit roadblocks constantly because of who they are. The thing about God’s eyes of mercy and compassion are that, once they SEE they are COMPELLED to act on behalf of the suffering one, the vulnerable one. The eyes of God, the eyes of Christ cannot unsee vulnerability and need.
	God was compelled to send Christ into the world with God’s mercy and compassion. It is merciful and compassionate for Christ to show us, followers of Christ, faith leaders, secular leaders those on whom we are called to shower God’s mercy and compassion. We pray for Christ’s eyes of mercy and compassion to help us see who are the suffering, who are the vulnerable, who are the forgotten and to compel us in their provision and support. Amen. 
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