	LORD OF LIFE SERMON
God Our Creator – Caring for Creation Sunday	June 15, 2025

First Reading: Genesis1: 1-2: 4a
Psalm 8
Second Reading: Romans 8:1 18-25
Gospel: Luke12: 13-21
Sermon:
	A few days ago, I took my child [who will remain nameless in hopes that she’s not listening] to a local park. She saw an ant crawling on the equipment and I casually brushed it off. She proceeded to run down to the ground to look for the ant, suggesting that she could make it her pet. I told her to leave it alone, that you can’t have ants for pets and that this one probably ran off already. But then she found it running along. At this point, however, she did a complete 180 on the pet idea and decided to step on it instead. Since the ground was mulch, it was soft enough that, while the ant was a little dazed and confused, he did get away with his life. 
	I actually found this story to be an interesting way to illustrate humanity’s relationship with creation. In some ways, we enjoy it, love it, and want to care for it. Then, in other ways, we destroy it. We appreciate the ability to breath in fresh air, to drink clean water, to be able to grow food and flowers in our gardens. But then we don’t work to ensure that everyone can enjoy these things. We love nice, clean yards and streets and parks and other common places but do we ever wonder where exactly our garbage goes when it is taken away.
	It is true that, when it comes to our relationship with creation, we can check off the box “it’s complicated.” I don’t think any of us has a completely perfect relationship with creation. We all have ways in which we are good caretakers, while there are other things that we do, knowingly or unknowingly, that aren’t at all good for creation. Sometimes what we do that is detrimental to creation is done because we don’t realize the impact. Sometimes we get overwhelmed when we realize all that is problematic to our environment. And sometimes we have just forgotten that being a caretaker of creation was the very first job we were ever given.
	This Sunday in the church year is traditionally Holy Trinity Sunday. But I changed things around this year because we rarely have an opportunity to emphasize God as Creator and our relationship with all of creation. Technically I can say that each person of the Trinity participates in the work of creation and creating and, in fact, enables us to participate in the 

continued work of creation in addition to the work of caring for what has already been created. But I just want you to be aware that if you have any friends of other denominations with whom you discuss the Scriptures of the day because we usually have the same ones, this week I chose the Scriptures that we are using. 
	Ten days ago, one of my favorite Old Testament scholars, Walter Brueggemann, died at the age of 92. His scholarship and faith will be greatly missed, but I happen to have a commentary that he wrote on the book of Genesis in which he provides a deep, meaningful interpretation of the well-known Creation poem from Genesis 1. This passage is probably the best one for connecting us to our original role as caretakers of creation. Here is where we also see how that roll is tied into our relationship with our Creator. 
	Brueggemann begins by describing it this way: “God and God’s creation are bound together by the powerful, gracious movement of God toward that creation….This text announces the deepest mystery: God wills and will have a faithful relation with earth. The text invites the listening community to celebrate that reality. The binding is irreversible. God has decided it. The connection cannot be nullified.” Basically, in addition to the fact that God created everything in this world, God also created the relationship that God has to it all…to us all. The Creator will always be faithful to the created, whether air or ground, grass or water, creature or human.
	While God loves and remains faithful to all of creation, the text does frame the creation of humankind as something special, something different from all of the rest of creation. Humankind are those who are created in the image of God. Not only that, but humanity are the only creation to whom God directs God’s speech. Just as God’s speaks creation into being thus far, God’s speaks humanity and humanity’s purpose into being here. Being created in the image of God has less to do with how we look or what emotions we have and instead reveals the purpose of human life…to be the image of God in relationship with creation. Similar to the ancient understanding that a king could send his son to represent him and his son would be 
received as if it were the king himself, being created in the image of God makes us God’s representatives in relationship with creation. 
The words that God speaks to humanity in verse 28 echo this understanding, as God commissions humanity to be co-creators by being fruitful and multiplying and to be caretakers 

by subduing the earth and having dominion over all things. These words subduing and having dominion have developed a negative sense over time, but they are really meant to describe a role of caretaking, like a shepherd cares for sheep. God commissions humanity, commissions us to uphold the well-being of creation to allow all of creation to live in the blessedness that God bestowed upon it. Living according to this purpose, this commissioning allows humanity to live in the blessedness that God bestowed upon us.
But today our relationship with creation is best described as “complicated.” Yet our relationship with our Creator is not. “Our” Creator remains faithful to relationship with us. God’s faithfulness in relationship is woven into the fabric of creation. God spoke creation, including humanity, into being out of chaos and disorder. God spoke humanity into the purpose of being God’s image in relation to creation. God’s speech, God’s word moves, creates, invites, inspires, transforms.  God speaks to us today, through the Holy Spirit. God is faithful to relationship with creation, with all of us. God purposes well-being and blessing for creation, for all of us. The Spirit speaks to us today, to give life again to our purpose of living as the image of God we were created to be for the well-being and blessedness of all of creation. Amen. 
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