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Who is my Neighbor?		July 13, 2025

First Reading Deuteronomy 30: 9-14 
Moses calls the people who are about to enter the promised land to renew the covenant God made with their ancestors. Through this covenant God gives life and asks for obedience. God’s commandment is neither burdensome nor too far off, but dwells in the people’s hearts.
 9 The Lord your God will make you abundantly prosperous in all your undertakings, in the fruit of your body, in the fruit of your livestock, and in the fruit of your soil. For the Lord will again take delight in prospering you, just as he delighted in prospering your ancestors, 10 when you obey the Lord your God by observing his commandments and decrees that are written in this book of the law, because you turn to the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul. 11 Surely, this commandment that I am commanding you today is not too hard for you, nor is it too far away. 12 It is not in heaven, that you should say, “Who will go up to heaven for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it and observe it?” 13 Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say, “Who will cross to the other side of the sea for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it and observe it?” 14 No, the word is very near to you; it is in your mouth and in your heart for you to observe.
Psalm 25: 1—10
1To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 2 My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, nor let my enemies triumph over me. 3 Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 4 Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths. 5 Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 6 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting. 7 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 8 You are gracious and upright, O Lord; therefore you teach sinners in your way. 9 You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way. 10 All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.
Second Reading Colossians 1:1-14 
The letter to the Colossians was written to warn its readers of various false teachings. The first part of the letter is an expression of thanks for the faith, hope, and love that mark this community, including a prayer for strength and courage.

1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 2To the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God our Father. 3 In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 4 for we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, 5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. You have heard of this hope before in the word of the truth, the gospel 6 that has come to you. Just as it is bearing fruit and growing in the whole world, so it has been bearing fruit among yourselves from the day you heard it and truly comprehended the grace of God. 7 This you learned from Epaphras, our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, 8 and he has made known to us your love in the Spirit. 9For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God. 11 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
Gospel: Luke 10: 25-37 
Jesus is challenged to explain what is involved in obeying the greatest commandment. He tells a parable rich in surprises: those expected to show pity display hard hearts while the lowly give and receive unexpected and lavish mercy.
25 Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” 27 He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” 28 And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.” 29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30  Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and 


went away, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.’ 36 Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”
Sermon
	The brief conversation between Jesus and the expert in the law in today’s gospel was an important faith conversation to be had, not only for Jesus and the expert but for all people of faith at that time, which was the Jewish faith. When Jesus directs the expert to what was written in the law, which the expert recited as: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind and your neighbor as yourself,” Jesus basically acts as though that should answer the question. 
	It would be helpful for me at this point to tell you what an expert in the law actually is here. Interestingly enough, many of our most common translations refer to this person as a lawyer, which muddies the waters a bit. But an expert in the law was a religious leader who was a expert in the Jewish Law, someone who knew the Jewish law inside and out. Most likely the reason that the text says that this expert was testing Jesus is because an expert in the law would already know the answer to his question. At least he would know the answer to his first question. The real test came when he asked the second question.
	So, notice that the expert in the law doesn’t seem to have a problem with the first part of his answer…love the Lord your God with all your heart and soul and strength and mind…because he doesn’t mention it again. It seems that the expert in the law understood the importance of loving God, didn’t need any clarification about loving God, like loving God was a given, no problem…got it. On the other hand, though, this neighbor thing…he wanted to spend a little time on that. And that’s when he asks his second question, “And who is my neighbor?”

	Can you imagine a situation in which a discussion about who is my neighbor might be a tricky discussion to have? If you can, then that is exactly the right time to talk about who is our neighbor. In Jesus’ time, there were a number of circumstances that might confuse the issue about who the neighbor actually is. The first issue is that the land where the Jews resided was being occupied by the Roman empire and governed by Roman law. They made life more difficult for the people. But that issue is not addressed in this parable. 
	Another circumstance that could confuse the issue about who the neighbor actually is that there were some non-Jews who lived in the region. There were Gentiles who lived not too far away. And then there were the Samaritans, who lived not far away and there was hatred between the Jews and Samaritans. And then, in some cases, the poor, those who were disabled, the widows, the orphans were disregarded, women and children were treated like they were of less concern or value. Needless to say, there was plenty of circumstances in Jesus’ day to make the conversation about ‘who is my neighbor’ sticky. 
	So this is an important conversation and Jesus doesn’t shy away. But he doesn’t really answer the expert’s question. Instead, Jesus tells a story and asks a different question. And knowing what you now know about the relationship between the Jews and Samaritans, I wonder if you can guess how strange, how awkward, how difficult it is for Jesus’ listeners to hear a story in which a Samaritan is lift up as the example to follow. Can you feel the discomfort that would have come after Jesus invites the expert in the Law to follow the example of the Samaritan in BEING a neighbor, in showing mercy. In our time, we would say “Awkward!”
	This conversation about loving the neighbor and who is my neighbor is just as important a conversation for us to have in our time. And let’s talk about what makes it ‘awkward’ for us. We are living in a time where there is a lot of division, and it isn’t just that we have differences of opinion, but we are allowing ourselves to view those on the other side of issues as bad people or evil or enemies. There is tension with regards to what is happening to those who don’t have legal status in our country. On one extreme is racial profiling, assuming that all people who look a certain way must be undocumented or the perception that if a person has no legal status then they should be treated like criminals while on the other extreme is viewing ICE as the enemy and using violence against them, which is not ok. This is just brushing the 

surface of the issues we have going on that confuse and make awkward the discussion about who is my neighbor.      
	So, what does Jesus say about this? Let’s talk first about what Jesus does about this. Jesus comes to humanity, who says we want to love God yet sinfully struggles to love our neighbor. Jesus teaches that if we can’t love those around us, then we can’t fully love God because we all are created in the image of God. Jesus demonstrates God’s perfect love for us who struggle with sin through his death on the cross. Since Christ has been raise from he dead, his risen life renews our sinful selves to share God’s love for us with those around us whom God also loves.
	So, Jesus doesn’t really tell us who is our neighbor. But he points to the one who was considered “other” or “enemy” or at least “undesirable” as one who is capable of mercy. He directs the expert and all of us to follow the example of the one who did not allow his cultural difference from a suffering person to hold him back from helping them. In all of this, Jesus refuses to play into the notion that we could or should determine who is and who isn’t our neighbor. There aren’t 2 lists…there is only 1.
	This past week, we have continued to hear about the terribly tragic flooding of the Guadalupe River in Kerr County, Texas. It has been truly heartbreaking, and we continue our prayers for all who were affected. Help has come from out-of-state for the enormous and emotional rescue and recovery efforts. But one story that caught my attention was the story of Acuna Search and Rescue, a group who came from Mexico to help with the recovery efforts. One member said they are proud to be able to help with rescues in any country that calls on them. They plan to stay and help their American counterparts until the last victim is found.
Who acted as a neighbor to the one who was suffering? 
The one who showed mercy.
Go and do likewise. Amen   
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