	LORD OF LIFE SERMON
Humility Around the Table	August 31, 2025

First Reading Proverbs 25: 6-7a 
The book of Proverbs is part of a collection of writings known as wisdom literature. Wisdom literature gave directions to Israel’s leaders and people for the conduct of daily life. Today’s reading is about humility
6 Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence or stand in the place of the great, 7a for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” than to be put lower in the presence of a noble. 
Psalm 112
1 Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord and have great delight in God’s commandments! 2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land; the generation of the upright will be blessed. 3 Wealth and riches will be | in their house, and their righteousness will last forever. 4 Light shines in the darkness for the upright; the righteous are merciful and full of compassion. 5 It is good for them to be generous in lending and to manage their affairs with justice. 6 For they will never be shaken; the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance. 7 They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; their heart is steadfast, trusting in the Lord. 8 Their heart is established and will not shrink, until they see their desire upon their enemies. 9 They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast forever; they will hold up their head with honor. 10 The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and pine away; the desires of the wicked will perish.
Second Reading Hebrews 13: 1-8, 15-16
The conclusion of the letter to the Hebrews contains suggestions for the conduct of a holy life, all of which are shaped by God’s love toward us in Jesus Christ.
1Let mutual affection continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it. 3 Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in prison with them, those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being tortured. 4 Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterers. 5 Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what you have, for he himself has said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” 6 So we can say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can anyone do to me?” 7Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus 

Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 15 Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. 16 Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God
Gospel: Luke 14: 1, 7-14 
Jesus observes guests jockeying for position at the table. He uses the opportunity to teach his hearers to choose humility rather than self-exaltation. Jesus also makes an appeal for hosts to imitate God’s gracious hospitality to those in need.
1 On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal on the Sabbath, they were watching him closely. 7 When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. 8 “When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host, 9 and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. 10 But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. 11 For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 12 He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers and sisters or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14 And you will be blessed because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 
Sermon
	Today’s gospel passage is one of those that can get lost in translation due to the fact that Jesus is relying on customs of his day. This passage isn’t so much about choosing the right seat at the table or inviting the right people to dinner parties. It is about how differently the kingdom of God operates from the way human beings operate; it is about breaking down the ways in which humanity likes to create levels of status and value for human beings when we were all created to be equal. Jesus uses the opportunity of being gathered around the table 


with others as a teachable moment but what we take from it goes far beyond that we do or who we invite to our gatherings.
	In Jesus’ day, there was a tradition of inviting men of status to your home with the hope that they will one day return the favor. When they were gathering around the table, then, there were designated seats, based on one’s status among the group. It could be quite embarrassing if someone sat in a seat that was being saved for someone else, especially if that someone was of a lower status. But I’m not talking about embarrassing as in, something about which a person can look back on later and laugh. It is something that can impact his social connections his business, his ability to get things done when necessary. 
	This may sound like something so disconnected to life today that it seems absurd. But the truth is, we are not totally rid of systems like this. It kinda begins in junior high and high school. I imagine there are still cases in which the decision about where to sit at lunch creates anxiety. I imagine there are kids who long to be invited to certain other kids’ parties or homes because it will make them feel more included, like part of the in-crowd. This may still happen among adults at places of employment. A rather drastic example of this was seen in an episode of the 90’s sitcom Friends. Joey starts working at a museum as a tour guide, while his friend Ross was working there as a paleontologist. At lunchtime the tour guides, who wore blue blazers, sat at a separate table from the scientists, who wore white coats. Joey thought that, because they were friends, Ross would sit with him at a different table, but Ross at first held to the tradition of sitting at separate tables. Eventually one day, Ross stood up and made a big to-do about sitting with his friend Joey and that the division between blue blazers and white coats was crazy because they were all just regular people deep down.
	But, as I said earlier, these systems of assigning a different status to different people goes beyond who we invite to our gatherings, to our tables. We encounter this issue in so many different ways in our world today. One of the biggest lies that human sin tells us is that we are for any reason better than anyone else, or that someone else is for any reason better than us. And this lie is the root cause of the violence, the inequality, the racism and sexism, the oppression that human beings in our world continue to face today.
	But this happens in small ways as well. From ignoring poverty or even punishing poverty to disregarding the voices of those to whom we don’t traditionally listen. It happens when we 

isolate ourselves into our own little pockets of people like us, when we don’t open our ears, hearts, minds to hear about the experience of others not like us. It happens any time we find another reason to put another human being into the category of “other.” “Othering” people is one of the most dangerous things we do to one another, and it is the first step in breaking off relationship, the first step in caring less about another’s well-being. But when we decide that a seat doesn’t belong to “them,” when we judge that “they” can’t be at the table, when we declare that “they” should not be invited, we have strayed from the ways of the kingdom about which Jesus teaches today.
	Jesus has a good reason to base his teaching around invitations to seats and presence at a meal gathering, around a table.  What is it that Jesus did, that we do when we come together with others at a meal? We eat, and we talk.  In those conversations that Jesus had with so many people, Jesus taught but Jesus also formed relationship. He ate with all different kinds of people…here it is a pharisee but in other places he ate with sinners.  Jesus taught but Jesus also listened. Yes he was God, yes he was experiencing life as a human, but he also listened to whatever other human beings shared with him about their lives. So while Jesus gathered, while he ate, Jesus formed relationship with those who were invited. There was no status involved here…for Jesus it was all about relationship.
	Jesus doesn’t “other” …he invites. Jesus doesn’t claim status…he comes in humility. Step by step, his humility led to his death on the cross. But that death is an invitation to all of humanity to his party, to his table, into relationship with God through him. Through our resurrected Christ, we have been invited to his party, to his table into relationship with God through him. That invitation is extended to ALL people, and it tears down the barriers of status and othering that we continue to put up. 
	While it is about a gathering, a table, it is also not all about a gathering, a table. At the table of Holy Communion, all are welcome and there is no status observed. that is our experience of God’s kingdom here that informs us of how to function as gatherers, inviters into relationship with God through Christ. This experience here tells us to reject the systems of status that try to raise only some up and push others down. This experience at Christ’s table opens our ears to hear from those to whom others are closing their ears…those who are suffering, those being mistreated, those who are not traditionally invited to the table.

	Christ’s invitation to us at this table…his invitation to all at this table…is an invitation for transformation by the ways of God’s kingdom. And so, we ask for forgiveness for “othering” people, for forgetting people, for ignoring those from whom we’d rather not hear. We also ask for Christ to invigorate us with his humility, with his willingness to invite for the purpose of building relationship, hearing one another, caring for the wellbeing of those we never really listened to before. Amen.  
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