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FIRST READING: AMOS 8: 4-7
PSALM: 113
SECOND READING: 1 TIMOTHY 2: 1-7
GOSPEL: LUKE 16: 1-13

The readings were not available to me online this week. I apologize for the inconvenience. You will have to look them up in your Bibles.

SERMON
	Last Sunday evening, the Emmy Awards were hosted by stand-up comedian Nate Bargatze. Even though I didn’t watch the awards show, I’ve seen some reels of Nate’s act and know he comes off as a simple, funny guy. But Nate decided to throw an interesting twist into the evening in an effort to keep the program moving by limiting winner’s speeches to their allotted time. He announced that he was going to put up $100,000 of his own money as a donation to the Boys and Girls Club. But anytime someone went over time on their speech, $1000 per minute would be deducted from that total. If anyone ended their speech early, that would add $1000 per minute to the total.  Even as children from the Boys and Girls club appeared on stage for each presentation, this did not have the affect Nate hoped for and the official count ended up in the negative. Luckily, Nate and CBS came to the rescue at the end donating $250,000 and $100,000, respectively. 
	What do we take away from this? It was an interesting situation…Nate lifts up this organization that does so much good for children around the country. He literally gives others a chance to give away his money to this organization. They could have taken up the challenge and bankrupted him! Of course, even with this scheme, there were mixed reviews, some who thought it was great, some who didn’t like it. But what I find interesting, without judgement either way, was the juxtaposition…I’m sorry, there is not a better word, it means putting two very different, even opposing things together…the juxtaposition of this event with some of the richest people in our society on an extravagant night when A LOT of money is expended with giving away money to this organization that helps children in poverty or at-risk situations.  


	What we take away is that we live in a world where injustice exists. That doesn’t necessarily mean that the people at the Emmy’s created the injustice. And it doesn’t mean that injustice is as far removed from us as Hollywood. When we worked together to formulate our 
Ministry Strategy 2 years ago, we discussed how we feel we need a better understanding of justice and injustice and what the church’s role is in doing justice. So today we are wadding into that a little further. We’re going to use the Amos passage as our guide.
	In his commentary on this passage, Rolf Jacobson, Old Testament professor at Luther Seminary, highlights some important aspects of justice. Justice is part of the very nature of God, and God expects God’s chosen people to reflect that and to be people of justice. The laws are God incorporate just practices that got lost over time. Justice is also about communal life. More people thriving indicates a just social order; less people thriving indicates injustice. While there can be just and unjust actions, when we live in such a complex society, we also have systems that are just and unjust. And the crazy thing is, we can be participating in BOTH. Sometimes we are doing justice. Sometimes we are contributing to injustice, whether or not it is our intention.
	Let’s turn now to what Amos is saying, because it can be difficult to follow. The first verse is pretty clear, “Hear this, you who trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the land.” One of the things I find very helpful about Professor Jacobson’s commentary on this passage is his reminder that all of us participate in systems of injustice at some point. That means that this passage isn’t for “those other people” …it isn’t just for movie or TV starts, it isn’t only for CEO’s of large corporations, it isn’t only for Elon Musk who is now the richest person EVER…it is for all of us. So, hear this, listen, all of us.
	The warning begins in verse 5, as the prophet quotes what people are saying or thinking. The feeling is the desire to be done with festival observance or Sabbath rest so that we can get back to business. We need to remember 2 things about festival observance and Sabbath rest. The first thing is both are done in obedience to the God who gives life and provides whatever is being celebrated during that festival. The second thing is that resting from work was also a law of justice given by God because God is not a slave driver and God did not create human beings to work like slaves, so God commanded that certain times, like the Sabbath and certain days during festivals were for rest, worship and/or celebration. The human sentiment in verse 5 is to 

rush through that which is foundational for right relationships, justice, peace in the living of life as God intended it. 
	The second half of verse 5 tells us what goes amiss without that foundation. Those who want to get back to business quickly want to cheat people to make more money. Phrases like, “practice deceit with false balances,” “buying the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals” conveys that the goal of business was to make a profit by cheating people and the poor and needy are named specifically. Selling the sweepings of the wheat means that anything that was swept up with the wheat…chaff, dirt, whatever…will be sold and measured along with the wheat. 
	Our passage today ends with these words of the prophet, “The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob: surely I will never forget any of their deeds.” Pay attention here, because this tells us that God sees the injustice, God cares about the injustice, God will not allow injustice to go unanswered, there will be accountability. And I wonder if that surprises us? Do we realize that God has always paid attention to the injustice that has caused harm to the lives of humanity? Do we understand that our just God is pained by the injustice that we allow to harm our fellow human beings, not to mention creation? 
	At the beginning of the 10 Commandments God said, “I am the Lord your God, you shall have no other gods before me.” One of the gods that cause injustice is money. When we trample on the lives of other human beings for the sake of money, it has become our god. But money did not give us life, nor breath, nor the gift of creation, nor faith, peace, love or hope. When God tells us that there shall be no other gods in our lives other than our Creator, it is because ours is a God of justice, the God of life and that life is for each and every one that God has created. 
	Our God also knows that cutting us off out of anger for our unjust activity doesn’t help us nor anyone else. So God calls us back into relationship so that we get to know our just God and so that God can enable us to seek justice…meaning creating a society where many, not just a few can thrive. We may not be able to eradicate all injustice because injustice is systemic, meaning many people contribute to it. But we can lament and repent of it before God and ask for God to deepen our relationship with God so that God will open our eyes to injustice, so that 


the Spirit will lead us in ways, create systems that allow for the thriving of more people rather than less. 
In the meantime, our message to those who are the victims of injustice, whose lives are limited because of systemic injustice, is that this is not what God intended for anyone’s life. God sees your suffering, God is with you, and God is at work through all God’s people who answer the call to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. Amen.    
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