

	LORD OF LIFE SERMON
What Does Jesus Mean By Hate		     September 7, 2025

First Reading Deuteronomy 30: 15-20 
Moses speaks to the Israelites, who are about to enter the land promised to their ancestors. In this pas sage, he lays out the stark choice before them: choose life by loving and obeying the Lord; or choose death by following other gods.
15 “See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16 If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17 But if your heart turns away and you do not hear but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18 I declare to you today that you shall certainly perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19 I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 20 loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him, for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” 
Psalm 1
Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 2 Their delight is in the law of the Lord, and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night. 3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; everything they do shall prosper. 4 It is not so with the wicked; they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 6 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed. 
Second Reading Philemon 1-21
Onesimus, a new Christian and a man enslaved by Philemon, has helped Paul, who is in prison. Paul writes this letter to his friend Philemon to encourage him to receive Onesimus, upon his return, as a sib ling in Christ.


1Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To our beloved coworker Philemon, 2 to our sister Apphia, to our fellow soldier Archippus, and to the church in your house: 3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 I thank my God always when I mention you in my prayers, 5 because I hear of your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6 I pray that the partnership of your faith may become effective as you comprehend all the good that we share in Christ. 7 I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother. 8For this reason, though I am more than bold enough in Christ to command you to do the right thing, 9 yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10 I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. 11 Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful to you and to me. 12 I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. 13 I wanted to keep him with me so that he might minister to me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel, 14 but I preferred to do nothing without your consent in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something forced. 15 Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you might have him back for the long term, 16 no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 17 So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18 If he has wronged you in any way or owes you anything, charge that to me. 19 I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own self. 20 Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. 21 Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I ask. 
Gospel: Luke 14: 25-33 
Jesus speaks frankly about the costs of discipleship. Those who follow him should know from the outset that completing the course of discipleship will finally mean renouncing all other allegiances.
25 Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus], and he turned and said to them, 26“Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me 

cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30 saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31 Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he cannot, then while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33 So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.
Sermon
	Today I believe the best place for us to start in understanding Jesus’ teaching is with this whole hating our family and hating life part. This is a great example of why it is good to study Scripture with others and not just by ourselves. A few weeks ago, we delt with Jesus’ teaching about causing division, and that was confusing enough. But now we’ve got Jesus using the word hate in relation to our family and our lives. In the words of Inigo Montoya from the movie Princess Bride, “I don’t think it means what you think it means.” In other words, Jesus is using the word “hate” differently than how we understand it today.
	In fact, as Christians we generally try to avoid using the word “hate” unless we are talking about something like cancer or Alzheimer’s or sin or evil. According to definitions for hate found on Dictionary.com, it means to dislike intensely, feel an extreme aversion or hostility toward. In our understanding, hate is a step further than dislike; it’s like, you don’t even want to see or share space with someone. In our understanding of the whole of Jesus’ mission and purpose, it doesn’t fit at all to believe that Jesus would want us to intensely dislike or feel an extreme aversion or hostility toward anyone. Jesus, in fact, worked hard to help bridge the gaps in relationships…relationships between Jew and Gentile, well-off and poor, healthy and sick or disabled, citizen and foreigner, to name a few. It just doesn’t jive with the whole of Jesus’ ministry to believe he would teach us to hate anyone. 
	This means that if we try to understand this teaching from only our own perspective, we are definitely going to be missing something. It is important to be aware that the way Jesus uses the word “hate” in his day does not indicate dislike or hostility at all, but instead it Indicates the ability to detach oneself from one’s family or the pursuits of life. Jesus’ teaching 

in this passage is about discipleship, and, more specifically, about following him on his journey to Jerusalem. In the first verse we hear, “Now large crowds were traveling with him.” It is to these large crowds that Jesus presents this teaching, conveying the fact that following him will cost something. To follow Jesus in his day, some probably experienced some tension with their family members who weren’t so sure about him. To follow Jesus in his day, some had to make major changes to the way they understood their lives, what they did with their lives as the kingdom came near and changed everything.
	Jesus follows his teaching about being able to detach from family members who do not want to follow Jesus and from one’s old way of living with some other examples in which individuals had to consider the cost before making a decision…someone building a tower and a king going to war. In the final verse of this passage, Jesus throws in detachment from possessions as an important consideration as well when he says, “So therefore, none of you can become my disciples if you do not give up all your possessions.”
	Even as we clear up our understanding of what Jesus is actually saying here, I’m sure we see that it doesn’t make it any easier. But that is the point. Being a disciple of Jesus isn’t a matter of just living our normal life and saying, “Jesus is my Lord and Savior.” Being a disciple is to take seriously the kingdom that Jesus established here among us, which operates far differently than the way things are in everyday society. Being a disciple means to be students of Jesus who are forever changed by what he teaches us about God, God’s love and God’s intention for our relationship with one another and all that God created. 
Being a disciple does not mean that we should not love our family…in fact, God’s love teaches us to love our family and take care of those in our family who are vulnerable or suffering. But there may be times, as a disciple, that we suddenly realize that our “family way” goes against the grain of Jesus’ teaching or that someone in our family is trying to hold us back from living out our faith or following God’s call. For some, the “family way” has been racism or white supremacy or too much time and energy in building up wealth or concealing abuse within the family. In some cases, family will tear one another down, question one’s call to ministry or to mission work or even rib us for spending our time participating in church life at all. These are a few examples of cases in which Jesus warns us following him will cost us something.

This is one of a few places in Scripture when Jesus speaks about the fact that there is a cost, there is a real possibility that followers will have to give up something to live as a follower, as a disciple. It is important, not only in this passage for the crowd following him, but also for us today who live in a place where Christianity seems to be prevalent and yet the idea of actual sacrifice, having to give something up to follow Jesus has largely been lost. The Christianity of today has been too strongly influenced by our culture which values individuality, power, wealth and success. When we talk about sacrifice, it is usually in reference to those things we had to give up on our road to success.
Jesus’ message here about detaching is not limited to just from family, from our life’s pursuits, from possessions. Those are 3 things that Jesus names, but his point is that following him will at some point cost us something. We may have to give up building up wealth. We may have to change course from some of the dreams we always had for our lives. We will likely be stripped of our prejudices or misconceptions. We will have to refigure our loyalties to things that we once valued from sports to politics to social or fraternal organizations. We will be reminded that the first citizenship that matters to us is our citizenship in God’s kingdom.
This weekend we celebrate both Rally Day, which is the beginning of our program year and God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday. In celebration of both, our children and youth will join some of the WELCA ladies in packing school kits for children around the world. Now, think of all of the other things they could be doing other than that. These days, there are plenty of options. But those who gather to put together school kits Sunday morning will sacrifice any other activity they could be doing to do God’s work by preparing school kits for children who need supplies. Any time we are called to do God’s work, we will be saying no to other things we could be doing. There is a cost, there is a sacrifice.
Some of you may decide, as Bible study begins this week, that you would like to learn more from the Bible. To do so and to participate in Bible study requires a sacrifice of whatever else you could be doing on Wednesday morning at 10:30 am. Any intentional Bible study time requires us to chose to use that time for that activity and sacrifice something else we could be doing. Whether we are talking about doing God’s work or learning more through Scripture, we can be sure that there will be something else from which we need to detach in order to 


participate in that work, that learning time. And these are probably the easiest examples of sacrifice that we deal with in our faith life lived out here together. 
As Jesus teaches the crowd this important aspect of discipleship, he is on his way to Jerusalem to give up his own life for salvation of humanity and creation. While we will not likely give our lives up to death like Jesus and some of his apostles, the pattern of giving up something, of discipleship costing something is large part of following him in a world where sin has led us so far from where God intended. Through Christ’s cross, we have been forgiven and Christ guides us in counting the cost, detaching from that to which we cling. Christ counted the cost and died for us anyway. God through Christ will always cling to us as we navigate the challenges of the life of discipleship. Amen. 
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