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First Reading Amos 6: 1a, 4-7
The prophet Amos announces that Israel’s great wealth is a cause not for rejoicing but rather sorrow, because God’s people have forgotten how to share their wealth with the poor. The wealthy will be the first to go into exile when judgment comes.
1a Woe to those who are at ease in Zion and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria. 4 Woe to those who lie on beds of ivory and lounge on their couches and eat lambs from the flock and calves from the stall, 5 who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp and like David improvise on instruments of music, 6 who drink wine from bowls and anoint themselves with the finest oils but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! 7 Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away.
Psalm 146
1 Hallelujah! Praise the Lord, O my soul! 2 I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 3 Put not your trust in rulers, in mortals in whom there is no help. 4 When they breathe their last, they return to earth, and in that day their thoughts perish. 5 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope is in the Lord their God; 6 who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who keeps promises forever; 7 who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. The Lord sets the captive free. 8 The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous. 9 The Lord cares for the stranger; the Lord sustains the orphan and widow but frustrates the way of the wicked. 10 The Lord shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!
Second Reading 1Timothy 6: 6-19
Timothy is reminded of the confession he made at his baptism and of its implications for daily life. His priorities will be different from those of people who merely want to be rich.
6Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment, 7 for we brought nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it, 8 but if we have food and clothing, we will be content with these. 9 But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains. 11 But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were 

called and for which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13 In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you 14 to keep the commandment without spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which he will bring about at the right time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord 
of lords. 16 It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see; to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 17 As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches but rather on God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18 They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, 19 thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life.
Gospel: Luke 16: 19-31 
Jesus tells a parable in which the poor one is “lifted up” and the rich one is “sent away empty.” Jesus makes it clear that this ethic of merciful reversal is not new but is as old as Moses and the prophets.
 [Jesus said:] 19 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. 20 And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21 who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. 22 The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 In Hades, where he was being tormented, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 24 He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in agony in these flames.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your good things and Lazarus in like manner evil things, but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. 26 Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.’ 27 He said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father’s house 28 for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of torment.’ 29 Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.’ 30 He said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone 


from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’ 31 He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’ ”
Sermon
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, Amen
Greetings beloved ones of Christ. As always, it is good to be with you today. Although, if I had been paying attention to what the scriptures are, I might have reconsidered. Of course, I might have had last Sunday’s readings, with a parable that no one really understands. Why did Jesus tell such a puzzling story, about a shrewd servant, anyway? But then, Jesus is not known to dumb down God’s message of love, is he? 
Of course, this week’s gospel reading isn’t much better. It’s not quite as puzzling, but it does leave us with some discomfort. Did anyone else wonder if they were doing enough to satisfy a place in the bosom of Abraham, or is it just me? Of course, one parable is not the whole gospel, and not every parable is Lutheran. That is, not every passage of scripture addresses salvation by grace through faith. This parable about the rich man and Lazarus has less to do with salvation, and more to do with relationships. Which is what caused me to cast an eye upon our second reading for today. 
This letter to Timothy is also about relationships, and today’s passage carries many nuggets that address many aspects of our relationships with others, with God, and with our earthly possessions. 
Most of us are familiar with verse 10  For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and verse 12  Fight the good fight of the faith.  One of my seminary professors was very fond of verse 12, but he preferred an alternate translation of the word “good” and would frequently ask us if we were fighting the beautiful fight of faith. It was a refreshing way to think about our faith.
Of course, verse 10 often gets misquoted to declare that money is the root of evil. We know, however, that money is just a thing that can be used for good or evil, depending on how it is viewed. There is a reason that greed is considered one of the seven deadly sins. Each of us can probably think of someone we know whose love of money is a problem.
Both of these verses, 10 & 12, are best understood within the context of this entire passage from I Timothy 6. I hadn’t noticed it before, but verse 6 projects us into the rest of Paul’s guidance on vices and virtues (Jaclyn Williams).  there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment. (repeat) 

Theologian Jaclyn Williams has observed that this is a verse worthy for reflection. What does it mean to live in godliness combined with contentment? What does it say to us about this present moment and how we choose to live? 
When this was written, godliness could be understood as positioning oneself as a devoted servant of some divinity. So, when a Christian was reading these words, they understood it to mean that not only were they agreeing to Christ-like behaviors, they were to be devoted to them. Their entire being was to be lived in the presence of God. 
Let’s be clear, this call to godliness is not something that gives us points with God. It’s a response to the gift of salvation that the death and resurrection of Jesus has given us. Paul invites us to collaborate with God, and he continues with a description of what it means to live in godliness.
And It isn’t just godliness we are to consider. there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment. Again, at the time this was written, contentment was based on understanding one’s capacity for self-sufficiency and independence. It defined one’s self-worth. I am reminded of that expression “pull yourself up by your own bootstraps.” That is not in the Bible, by the way. And it wasn’t the way that the early Christians understood contentment. For them it meant being centered in God’s provision, knowing that their sufficiency came from Christ. 
If we are to be content in this life, we are called to live in godliness, and to depend not on ourselves, but on God. How radical is that? And what does it mean? How are we to live?
Once we begin to think in terms of godliness and contentment, we are able to put aside the emphasis on ourselves, and trust in the Holy Spirit to continue to reform us so that we look at life differently. This is where the remainder of this passage from I Timothy comes into play.
for we brought nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it:   I remember seeing a T-shirt that declared: “The one who has the most stuff, still dies.” And a funeral director I know is fond of saying, “there’s no trailer hitch on a hearse. You can’t take it with you.” Then there’s the guy who told the robber, “Take my life, I’m saving my money for old age.” 
Paul speaks of just food and clothing – I think I’d add a roof over my head. Paul warns of the dangers of wanting to be rich. It isn’t so much what we have, but what it means to us? Do these things control us, or are we using them for God’s purpose? Indeed, Paul addresses those who are rich in at the end of this passage. Notice that he doesn’t say they need to give it all away. Instead, “they are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share.” 
I’m reminded of Bill Gates, of Microsoft fame. He spent much of his life building a fortune. His wife suggested that he might want to consider finding ways to give away some of it. His first reaction was to resist. Eventually, he reconsidered, and discovered that he was having more fun giving it away than making it. He is still very rich, but he has learned that having money is not what makes him content. 
We would be smart not to view this as a checklist 
	Righteousness – got it
	Faith, love, and endurance – check
	Gentleness – on it.
Instead, we’d do well to reflect on how we are devoted to Christ in all things. Are we able to trust in the Holy Spirit instead of ourselves? Are we able to combine godliness with contentment? 
Are we fighting the beautiful fight of faith? 
That phrase falls into the middle of this passage. And the same professor who used to ask us about our faith would also tell us to pay attention to something that was in the middle. It was important. I suspect that if we are not willing to fight the beautiful fight of faith then we will have trouble combining godliness with contentment. 
We might wonder if the world today will permit us to live such a life. I’ve read about a pastor whose congregants told him that the beatitudes were too weak for today. So people prefer more aggressive, and even violent choices. Well, the people of the early church also lived in such an environment. Remember they were living under the rule of the Roman Empire. Violence and cruelty were part of their daily lives, as well. 
And yet, the church survives. The church has lasted 2000 years with all sorts of efforts to stifle it, and even destroy it. It isn’t perfect, and sometimes it can be dangerous, but the church survives because it belongs to Christ. Even as we fumble, and often misstep in our efforts we belong to Christ, and Christ is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, as Paul wrote to Timothy. 
That is the good news for us. In a world which would have us believe that there are better options than godliness and contentment, we can continue our beautiful fight of faith. We can entrust ourselves to the love of God, and to the working of the Holy Spirit. We can tell the world there is a better way.

In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.



I wanna be remembered for my
Kindness, for showing up, for giving
Second chances, for acknowedging
My own toxic traits and for loving
Selflessly, If that ain’t it then I failed
Horribly. Remember to extend grace
Because we are all jst walking 
Each other  home.
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