	LORD OF LIFE SERMON
Healing of Naaman – Ordinary become Extraordinary	October 12, 2025

First Reading 2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c 
Naaman, a Syrian general, suffers from leprosy. In this passage Elisha miraculously cures his illness, but only after Naaman realizes, with the help of his servants, that he also needs healing for his pride. This foreign general then acknowledges the sovereignty of the God of Israel.
1Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was a great man and in high favor with his master because by him the Lord had given victory to Aram. The man, though a mighty warrior, suffered from a skin disease. 2 Now the Arameans on one of their raids had taken a young girl captive from the land of Israel, and she served Naaman’s wife. 3 She said to her mistress, “If only my lord were with the prophet whis in Samaria! He would cure him of his skin disease.” 7When the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes and said, “Am I God, to give death or life, that this man sends word to me to cure a man of his skin disease? Just look and see how he is trying to pick a quarrel with me.” 8But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, he sent a message to the king, “Why have you torn your clothes? Let him come to me, that he may learn that there is a prophet in Israel.” 9 So Naaman came with his horses and chariots and halted at the entrance of Elisha’s house. 10 Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go, wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored, and you shall be clean.” 11 But Naaman became angry and went away, saying, “I thought that for me he would surely come out and stand and call on the name of the Lord his God and would wave his hand over the spot and cure the skin disease! 12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?” He turned and went away in a rage. 13 But his servants approached and said to him, “Father, if the prophet had commanded you to do something difficult, would you not have done it? How much more, when all he said to you was, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” 14 So he went down and immersed himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God; his flesh was restored like the flesh of a young boy, and he was clean. 15a, b, c Then he returned to the man of God, he and all his company; he came and stood before him and said, “Now I know that there is no God in all the earth except in Israel.” 



Psalm 111
1 Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation. 2 Great are your works, O Lord, pondered by all who delight in them. 3 Majesty and splendor mark your deeds, and your righteousness endures forever. 4 You cause your wonders to be remembered; you are gracious and full of compassion. 5 You give food to those who fear you, remembering forever your covenant. 6 You have shown your people the power of your works in giving them the lands of the nations. 7 The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice; all of your precepts are sure. 8 They stand fast forever and ever, because they are done in truth and equity. 9 You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever; holy and awesome is your name. 10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all who practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise endures forever.
Second Reading 2 Timothy 2:8-15 
Though Paul is chained as a prisoner, the word of God is never shackled or confined. Timothy is encouraged to proclaim that word of freedom in an honest and upright life as well as in his teaching and preaching.
8 Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel, 9 for which I am suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But God’s word is not chained. 10 Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.11 Here is a trustworthy saying: If we died with him, we will also live with him;12 if we endure, we will also reign with him. If we disown him, he will also disown us;13 if we are faithless, he remains faithful, for he cannot disown himself.14 Keep reminding God’s people of these things. Warn them before God against quarreling about words; it is of no value, and only ruins those who listen. 15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.



Gospel: Luke 17:11-19 
Jesus’ mission includes making people clean again. Unexpectedly, a Samaritan healed of leprosy becomes a model for those who would praise and worship God and give thanks for God’s mercy.
11 On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and Galilee. 12 As he entered a village, ten men with a skin disease approached him. Keeping their distance, 13 they called out, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” 14 When he saw them, he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were made clean. 15 Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. 16 He prostrated himself at Jesus’s feet and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan. 17 Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made clean? So where are the other nine? 18 Did none of them return to give glory to God except this foreigner?” 19 Then he said to him, “Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you well.” 
Sermon
I’d like for us to begin by taking some time to consider these quilts that are laying out everywhere and these school kits piled up here. This is an amazing display! But where did it start? It starts with fabric squares being sewn together into a pattern. A front an back panel of fabric is separated with batting…that is what gives the quilt body. The hands of our quilters use a needle to pull small pieces of thread through all 3 layers in multiple places to pull them together and then they use a sewing machine to sew around the 4 sides to completely hold everything together. If we had a bunch of pictures of items that can be considered tools for God’s work, I’m not sure everyone would understand if pictures of thread, fabric, batting or a sewing machine were found in that bunch. But we know better, don’t we?
	And what if, in that pile of pictures of tools for God’s work there were notebooks, pencils, erasers, scissors, pencil sharpeners, pens and crayons? Some might think, they are just school supplies, how can they be instruments of God’s work? But we know better, don’t we? Because just like the quilts, all of these supplies packed in a colorful bag given to a child who doesn’t have them is a sign that they are not forgotten, that love and hope are alive and well to 


uplift them in a time of struggle. In the same way, a warm quilt for someone who has lost everything gives some comfort that they are not alone. In the blessing from Lutheran World 
Relief it names the fact that though these items may be ordinary, their impact as a blessing from God for those who are suffering makes them extraordinary. 
	I find this to be a helpful framework for what we learn in the reading from 2 Kings today. I really appreciate this story of the healing of Naaman because it turns some of our assumptions upside down to help us see more clearly the ways in which God can use the ordinary to do the extraordinary, whether we are talking about ordinary things or ordinary people. This story also serves as a good reminder that the ways we look at things as humans is far different from God’s perspective. 
	As we begin, the first thing I’d like you to know is that Aram is an enemy nation to Israel. The only reason it would mention in verse 1 that “by him the Lord had given victory to Aram,” is because the victory was over the Lord’s people, Israel. The other indication is found in verse 2, “the Arameans on one of the raids had taken a young girl captive from the land of Israel. So yeah, if Aram is raiding Israel and carting people off to be their slaves, they are considered an enemy. 
	Nonetheless, the great commander Naaman develops a skin disease. This would not necessarily require him to be quarantined, but apparently it was enough of a problem to draw attention. It comes to the attention of the Israelite slave girl who speaks up and shares where Naaman can find the source of healing…back in Samaria, which is a city in Israel. Very interesting on 2 accounts: the first is that, it turns out the one person who knows how to help this powerful Aramean commander is the young Israelite girl who has no power at all. The slave girl becomes an instrument through whom God calls Naaman to healing. The second is that this source of healing requires Naaman to travel back to the land he’s been ransacking! Who says God doesn’t have a sense of humor! So, as a result of the information from the young Israelite girl, Naaman sets off on his journey for healing. In this way, the young girl really becomes a bit of a hero in this story. And once again, through the witness of this ordinary young girl, Naaman is off to experience the extraordinary power of the Lord God’s healing.
	When Naaman finally gets to Elisha’s house, Elisha doesn’t even go out to greet him. Elisha sends a messenger out to give him the instructions to wash in the Jordan River seven 

times. But Naaman has 2 problems with this situation. Problem number one is that Elisha didn’t come out and do any real ritual, didn’t put any effort into helping him. Notice once again 
it is an ordinary person, a messenger, who conveys the command of Elisha, who tells Naaman what will cure his illness. It is amazing in this story, how many ordinary people participate in the healing work of God and help make Naaman’s healing possible
Problem number two is that Naaman has a more favorable view of the waters in his own land than the waters of the Jordan River. How could he possibly experience healing by getting into the Jordan River? He apparently believed that the rivers of Damascus were more superior. This whole experience makes him angry because it is not at all going how he expected. And yet, the path of healing has been set before him. Here is where the final grouping of ordinary people, Naaman’s servants, jump in to set him back on the path he was seeking. They point out that, if he was willing to do something complicated to be healed, why wouldn’t he jump at the chance to do something that sounded pretty easy? In this way, Naaman’s servants become instruments of God’s healing for Naaman, who heeds their advice, washes in the Jordan and becomes healed. As a result of this long, strange journey of healing, Naaman recognizes the God of Israel as the only God in all the earth.
It is interesting that this passage begins by telling us that, through Naaman, the Lord had given Aram victory. In those days, people believed that one of the ways to know that their god was with them was when they won military victories over other nations. In this particular case, it sounds as though Israel’s God allowed Aram to gain victory over Israel. And yet it is not this victory over Israel that manifests faith in God in Naaman. It is only through his healing, which certainly did not occur as he expected, that Naaman could say, “Now I know that there is no God in all the earth except in Israel.” 
This is a strange and wonderful story. It reminds us that God works in mysterious ways and to never be too certain about how we believe God operates in this world. It also reminds us to look for God working, not in the big, grand and powerful but in the small, ordinary, sometimes overlook things, ways, people. And this is such good news for us, especially when we look at some of the big, grand and powerful in our world and wonder what in the world are they doing, what in the world is going on, what in the world are we supposed to do?


Remember the mystery of God’s ways. We do this every week when we hold up ordinary bread and wine and say, Jesus is present here…eat and drink and he will be in your heart,wiping away your sin, strengthening you to be his messengers in the world. Through ordinary people 
like you and me who have been strengthened by the extraordinary gift of Christ’s presence in this meal, God will be at work to bring faith, hope, comfort and strength to those who are experiencing hard times.
Just as the quilters made quilts….just as you donated school supplies and the kids and youth put them together, there are so many ways that God can work through our seemingly ordinary lives to make an extraordinary difference for others. It can start with the words you say to encourage a neighbor or a friend. It can be a meaningful gift at just the right time. It can be donations of things that we have more than enough of for someone else who doesn’t have enough. It can be sharing the good news with others that no one’s life is unimportant because through anyone’s life God can do extraordinary things for the wellbeing of others.   
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