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First Reading Daniel 7: 1-3, 15-18 
The book of Daniel was written in the second century BCE, when the Syrian king Antiochus Epiphanes was severely persecuting the Jews. Daniel’s vision of the four beasts proclaims that human kings will come and go, but the kingdom will ultimately belong to God and to God’s people.
1 In the first year of King Belshazzar of Babylon, Daniel had a dream and visions of his head as he lay in bed. Then he wrote down the dream: 2 I, Daniel, saw in my vision by night the four winds of heaven stirring up the great sea, 3 and four great beasts came up out of the sea, different from one another. 15 As for me, Daniel, my spirit was troubled within me, and the visions of my head terrified me. 16 I approached one of the attendants to ask him the truth concerning all this. So he said that he would disclose to me the interpretation of the matter: 17 “As for these four great beasts, four kings shall arise out of the earth. 18 But the holy ones of the Most High shall receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom forever—forever and ever.” 
Psalm 149
1 Hallelujah! Sing to the Lord a new song, God’s praise in the assembly of the faithful. 2 Let Israel rejoice in their maker; let the children of Zion be joyful in their ruler. 3 Let them praise their maker’s name with dancing; let them sing praise with tambourine and harp. 4 For the Lord takes pleasure in the people and adorns the poor with victory. 5 Let the faithful rejoice in triumph; let them sing for joy on their beds. 6 Let the praises of God be in their throat and a two-edged sword in their hand, 7 to wreak vengeance on the nations and punishment on the peoples, 8 to bind their kings in chains and their nobles with links of iron, 9 to inflict on them the judgment decreed; this is glory for all God’s faithful ones. Hallelujah!
Second Reading Ephesians 1: 11-23 
After giving thanks for the faith of the Ephesians, the writer of this letter prays that they might understand the wisdom, hope, and power of God that is embodied in Jesus Christ.
11 In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12 so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in 

him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14 this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 15 I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18 so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may perceive what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. 20 God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22 And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
Gospel: Luke 6: 20-31 
In echoes of the prophet Isaiah and Mary’s song of praise, Jesus reveals surprising things about who enjoys blessing and who endures woe. He invites his disciples to shower radical love, blessing, forgiveness, generosity, and trust even on enemies and outsiders.
20 Then [Jesus] looked up at his disciples and said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 21 “Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. “Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 22 “Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. 23 Rejoice on that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven, for that is how their ancestors treated the prophets. 24 “But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. 25 “Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry. “Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep. 26 “Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is how their ancestors treated the false prophets. 27 “But I say to you who are listening: Love your enemies; do good to those who hate you; 28 bless those who curse you; pray for those who mistreat you. 29 If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. 30 Give to everyone who 


asks of you, and if anyone takes away what is yours, do not ask for it back again. 31 Do to others as you would have them do to you.” 
Sermon
	This weekend we commemorate the festival of All Saints. I’m sure those of us who have become familiar with this festival over the years think of it mostly as a time to remember those who are no longer with us and how, because of our faith, they are not so far from us. This is expressed in the Prayer of the Day where it says, “Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.” I have always understood the reference to the mystical body of Christ as that which holds us together in relationship with those who have died. I think I’ve shared with you before the image I gained at one church where the altar rail went all the way around the altar but the congregation only communed on the front half because the back half was reserved for those who had died yet remain part of the body of Christ.    
	So, this is what I think of when I think about the festival of All Saints. But as I read the gospel passage for this week, I felt like it was going in another direction. So, if you felt that as well when you heard the gospel passage, its not just you! Today’s passage contains a teaching similar yet different from the Beatitudes, with which we are probably more familiar in the body of teaching in Matthew’s gospel known as the Sermon on the Mount. This passage here is Luke may be referred to as Blessings and Woes or, in contrast to the “sermon” in Matthew’s gospel, this one has also been called the Sermon on the Plain…. not the thing you fly in but on a flat expanse of ground. 
	We don’t know just from reading today’s passage that Jesus is on a flat expanse of ground. The setting is described in verse 17, where it says, “Jesus came down with them and stood on a level place with a great crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon.” Verses 18-19 go on to describe how this multitude of people came to hear Jesus and be healed of diseases and unclean spirits. Then, in verse 20, Jesus begins his teaching, “Blessed are you who are poor…blessed are you who are hungry now…blessed are you who weep now.” 
	What we can see through this fuller picture is a coming together of the heavenly realm and the earthly realm. Throughout the Scriptures, we can find stories of human beings relating 

to God on a mountain due to the ancient understanding that God is “up there” and so, to get closer to God, human beings need to get up higher. Jerusalem…the Temple…were built on a higher elevation. Even the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew makes this connection of divine revelation to humanity occurring on a mountain, or a higher elevation. But here in Luke, Jesus “came down with them” to a level place with all of these people from different regions, many of whom are suffering with illnesses or unclean spirits. He came…with them. Who came to whom? He came…with them. 
	Again, these verses are not included in what I read today, but they describe in action what Jesus says next in the teaching we did hear. Jesus, who is God in the flesh, came to be with humanity. “He came down…with them.” But then, Jesus announces this very reality in the following blessings…blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of heaven…. blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled…blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. We mistakenly think that blessing equals life is grand. But blessing is really about God’s presence, God’s favor being upon us. And so, in this teaching, Jesus announces that God’s presence, God’s favor is with those who are poor, those who are hungry, those who weep. And there…he…stood, looking at them, loving them.
	These who are named in this passage…the poor, those who are hungry, those who weep…they would be the people in that time who would feel farthest from God’s presence and favor. For that matter, I think that we, or anyone today who finds ourselves suffering in these ways may still feel that God is distant, maybe even that God has forgotten us. Unfortunately, the inaccurate teaching that human suffering is punishment for sin is still among us today, along with the negative attitudes toward those in financial need.
	But Jesus presence…his words…his cross and resurrection all assure us of a different reality…the reality that God’s realm and humanity’s realm cross, that God through Christ is here in our midst to care for us, especially when we are struggling…when we are poor, when we don’t have what we need to live, when life is hard and we are grieving. God through Christ has come…with us…through whatever experiences weigh us down, whether they be natural experiences like illness and death or man-made trials like hunger and poverty. 
	This leads us to the woe statements. The woe statements can be read as caution statements that are deeply connected to the statements of blessing. Jesus cautions all who are 

rich, who are full now, who have an easy life and that would sound strange to anyone who believed that their richness, their easy life was a God-given gift to enjoy for themselves or that it was some reward from God for good behavior. But this is not the case when there are poor, hungry, suffering people around us. The one who is the presence of God announces that the presence of God can be found among the poor and suffering, not the rich and comfortable. This would be upside-down thinking in Jesus’ day. It is also upside-down thinking today.
	It is hard to deal with life sometimes. But Jesus announces that God blesses us with God’s presence as we face those hard times. God’s presence in the midst of the messiness of this life provides us what we need when we are struggling, making every struggle of human life a holy struggle through which God accompanies us so that, if nothing else, we can always be assured that we are never alone. God’s presence in the midst of the messiness of human life also kicks us in the pants when life is great as a reminder that God’s gifts are given to us to be shared and it is in the sharing, the relating with those who are struggling that we will truly experience realm of God here on earth.
	I read a devotion this week that said the ancient Celts referred to this time around All Saints as “thin times.” It refers to the idea that occasions like this remind us of the closeness of our earthly life and God’s presence. That is exactly what we hear from Jesus today. God is near, even and especially for those who are having a hard time. If you, like me, have heard this week about restaurants offering free meals, Uber offering to deliver from food banks, have seen the lists passed around on social media of more substantial treats to be handed out to kids this Halloween, then we are seeing God’s presence and Jesus’ commandment lived out, “Do to others as you would have them do to you.” Amen.  
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