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First Reading Job 19: 23-27a
Job suffers the loss of children, wealth, and health. Accused by his companions of wrongdoing, he knows himself to be innocent. Here, in the midst of his suffering, Job clings to the radical hope that his vindicator, his redeemer, lives; and that one day he himself will see God.
23 “O that my words were written down! O that they were inscribed in a book! 24 O that with an iron pen and with lead they were engraved on a rock forever! 25 For I know that my vindicator lives and that in the end he will stand upon the earth; 26 and after my skin has been destroyed, then in my flesh I shall see God, 27a whom I shall see on my side, and my eyes shall behold, and not another.”
Psalm 17: 1-9
 Hear a just cause, O Lord; give heed to my cry; listen to my prayer, which does not come from lying lips. 2 Let my vindication come forth from your presence; let your eyes be fixed on justice. 3 Examine my heart, visit me by night, melt me down; you will find no impurity in me. 4 I have not regarded what others do; at the word of your lips I have avoided the ways of the violent. 5 My footsteps hold fast to your well-worn path; and my feet do not slip. 6 I call upon you, O God, for you will answer me; incline your ear to me and hear my words. 7 Show me your marvelous lovingkindness, O Savior of those who take refuge at your right hand from those who rise against them. 8 Keep me as the apple of your eye; hide me under the shadow of your wings, 9 from the wicked who assault me, from my deadly enemies who surround me.
Second Reading 2 Thessalonians 2: 1-5, 13-17
This portion of the letter provides encouragement for the church at Thessalonica during a time of confusion and opposition, as some allowed their concern over Jesus’ imminent return to divert them from the central teachings of the gospel.
1As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him, we beg you, brothers and sisters, 2 not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as though from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord is already here. 3 Let no one deceive you in any way, for that day will not come unless the rebellion comes first and the lawless one is revealed, the one destined for destruction. 4 He opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, declaring himself to be God. 5 Do you not remember that I told you these things when I was 

still with you? 13 But we must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as the first fruits for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and through belief in the truth. 14 For this purpose he called you through our gospel, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15 So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the traditions that you were taught by us, either by word of mouth or by our letter. 16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and through grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope, 17 comfort your hearts and strengthen them in every good work and word.
Gospel: Luke 20: 27-38 
Some Sadducees, who do not believe in the resurrection of the dead, try to trap Jesus. They formulate the convoluted case of a serial widow who marries a succession of seven brothers. Jesus responds by teaching about God to whom all are alive and in whom all relationships are fulfilled.
27 Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to [Jesus] 28 and asked him a question: “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies leaving a wife but no children, the man shall marry the widow and raise up children for his brother. 29  Now there were seven brothers; the first married a woman and died childless; 30 then the second 31 and the third married her, and so in the same way all seven died childless. 32 Finally the woman also died. 33 In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had married her.” 34 Jesus said to them, “Those who belong to this age marry and are given in marriage, 35 but those who are considered worthy of a place in that age and in the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. 36 Indeed, they cannot die anymore, because they are like angels and are children of God, being children of the resurrection. 37 And the fact that the dead are raised Moses himself showed, in the story about the bush, where he speaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 38 Now he is God not of the dead but of the living, for to him all of them are alive.”
Sermon
	I am finding that, as I have gotten older, it has been more of a challenge to remember the importance of creativity and imagination. That is why it is good that 

I have a 5-year-old around. Recently, my 5-year-old folded up a piece of straw paper and wrote something on it and now she uses it like it is her money to get into different places, like her bedroom, for example. And once in a while, when she doesn’t know where it is, she gets anxious that she lost it. To me, it’s just a piece of straw paper that should be thrown out but to her, it is so much more. And so, for now, I’ve been keeping tabs on it to make sure it doesn’t get lost or thrown out.
	Creativity and imagination is not just for kids. And it isn’t just about art or music or theater or writing, the fields with which we most closely associate creativity. Creativity and imagination free us from feeling locked into the same ol’ same ol’ or from feeling like we’ve hit a dead end or like things will never change. Creativity and imagination remind us that there is always a work-around as long as we are open to new possibilities. Every advancement we have in the medical field is the result of someone deciding that he or she would not accept things the way they were, and having an imagination to see some other way to address this or that issue. And I know that if leaders and lawmakers at all levels of government tapped into creativity and imagination more often, we wouldn’t have the animosity between parties that we have today nor would we be stuck in the longest government shutdown on record.
	Creativity give us an imagination for situations, for life to be different when things are not going as planned in a negative sense. I’m sure there are some who might at first be uncomfortable about using the word imagination when it comes to our faith.  We may have come to think of imagination as our minds making things up, like when children have an imaginary friend. But imagination is really about being able to see the possibility of something different from the way things are in front of us. Imagination in this sense invites and inspires creativity in the 


ways we tackle the situations, challenges, impasses in front of us with hope that we will bring about a better result, a better reality for us, for others, for our world.
	In the conversation Jesus is having in today’s gospel passage, Jesus is inviting the Sadducees, who are pretty stuck in their own understanding, to imagine a different reality. The Sadducees are a group of religious leaders who do not believe in resurrection after death. With that being the case, we have to believe that they are either trying to trap Jesus in confusion, or they are poking fun at the whole idea of resurrection and trying to make Jesus look bad in front of the people.  The situation they are describing to Jesus is based on a tradition in the Jewish Law called Levirate marriage, in which a man’s wife and legacy are protected in the event of his early death because his brother steps up to marry his widow and any children they have are attributed to the husband who had died. 
	With all that said, I’m sure you can see the challenge their question presents…or you can see why THEY think their question presents a challenge. They are working within a limited framework, a framework that dictates that *this* is how relationships are and they expect that this framework would apply in a so-called afterlife. Now, we shouldn’t be too hard on them. It is easy for us to hear these passages in which religious leaders in Jesus’ day have these mistaken understandings and think *they* are the only ones that make these mistakes or get hung up on their human understandings. We also struggle to understand the realm of God, whether the afterlife or among us now, when all we have to go by are our human frameworks, the ways that we’ve seen things, that we’ve learned things work over our lifetime.
	Jesus’ response, on the other hand, invites that Sadducees and all of us to imagine a different reality. He begins by establishing that, while things like marriage are a practice here in this life, the tradition of marriage and reasons for it 

will not be valid in the age to come. And let me explain before I confuse or sadden anyone. I do not think that Jesus is saying that we won’t be able to be with our spouses in the afterlife. I know some who have lost their spouses who hold on to hope that they will see them again one day, as we all look forward to seeing the parents, spouses, siblings, children, loved ones who have gone before us. 
	At its most basic, Jesus is saying that, for those who have been married multiple times, there isn’t going to be some big, Jerry Springer-style conflict about whose wife belongs to whom. But that is because the resurrection, the after life is nothing like this life. The frameworks of this life do not apply in the afterlife. And this is where Jesus is inviting them and us to have an imagination of a completely different reality. 
Marriage is the framework from which Jesus draws because that is the framework with which they present him. Marriage in those days had at least 2 purposes. The first was that a woman had a man to provide for her and protect her because that’s the way it was in that society. The second was that a husband and wife came together to procreate, to establish a legacy of the family name that would continue into the future, long after their death. This was the Sadducee’s understanding of eternal life…it was the man’s family name being carried on for future generations. And that was the purpose of Levirate marriage.
	But Jesus’ invites us to imagine the next age as a time that is not governed by fear nor death. The only One we truly belong to in the afterlife is God and in God, there is welcome, provision, safety for all.  All are God’s children and God provides for all of God’s children. There will be no need to be attached to another person for the purpose of protection or provision. Protection is not needed because in the afterlife there is nothing to fear and all will be given what we need by God. Fear is 


not part of the fabric of the afterlife because the afterlife is life in the presence of our God who loves and provides for all equally. 
	The next age is not governed by the fear of death. I’m sure we never thought of the decision to marry as a decision driven by the fear of death, but in Jesus’ day it was definitely a way to create a legacy that outlived any individual. We could reflect on a number of decisions we make, as individuals and as a society, that are driven by the reality that we don’t have an unlimited number of years. But in the afterlife, the resurrection, the reality is not the same and neither is the driving force. God’s realm is a place of life, not of death. 
	This is all very interesting since we do sometimes wonder about the afterlife. But Jesus isn’t talking about the afterlife for its own sake. Jesus lives, suffers, dies and rises so that the community of believes that gathers in his name will also not be driven by fear and death. The risen Christ invites us, Christ’s church, his followers today, to imagine the difference it makes when safety and life for all of God’s children are the driving forces, the values that govern our reality. Christ gives us the imagination to build a framework based on safety and life for all God’s children while the Holy Spirit inspires us with the creative ideas, possibilities, approaches to take it from imagination to reality. Through efforts and projects for the safety and life of all God’s children, the risen Christ gives us and others hope that there is more going on around us than what we see in front of us. Amen. 
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