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Isaiah 11:1-10
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. the spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear;
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the
ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
1 Give the King your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the King's Son; 2 That he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice; 3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the little hills bring righteousness. 4 He shall defend the needy among the people; he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to another. 6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, like showers that water the earth. 7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 18 Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, * who alone does wondrous deeds! 19 And blessed be his glorious Name forever!  and may all the earth be filled with his glory. Amen. Amen.
Romans 15:4-13
Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in 

accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,
"Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name"; and again he says, "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people"; and again, "Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him"; and again Isaiah says, "The root of Jesse shall come, he one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope." May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
The Gospel; Matthew 3:1-12
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.’” Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. “I baptize you with water for repentance,   but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
Sermon 
	I really enjoy this time of year. But that certainly is not due to the reasons many others enjoy this time of year...like the fact that Santa is coming, or the excitement of gift-giving, or 

anticipating family gatherings. No, to be completely honest, all of THOSE aspects of this season make me feel frantic. I feel like I just don’t have enough time to do all the things! I’m sorry, I’m not trying to make this my therapy session or anything, but it would be helpful to me if we could add an extra couple of hours to the week during this month…anyone with me on that?
	No, the real reason…or one of the real reasons I enjoy this time of year is because every time you turn around there is an opportunity to give. Someone started calling this time of year The Season of Giving for a reason. Even we have been collecting food and toy donations for Operation Blessing and items to prepare gift bags for our homebound members. But I’m sure you’ve had ample opportunities to give…the Salvation Army bell ringers are out, some workplaces adopt a cause and encourage employees and patrons to give to it, we just had Giving Tuesday this past week as a counterbalance to the spending we did on Black Friday/Small Business Saturday/Cyber Monday. There is a spirit of giving during this time of the year that isn’t quite as pervasive at other times of the year.
	What does that do for us, to see this spirit of giving all around us? For me, it is inspiring. It gives me hope that God is at work, that people are open to generosity and caring for the neighbor in need, to bring peace to those who are frantic about meeting every day, basic needs. We can’t bear to see people go hungry at Christmas, can we?  We don’t want to see a 
family unable to provide a nice Christmas for their children. Those things are just not acceptable during the Season of Giving. 
	The other aspect of this time of year that I appreciate so much are the passages we have each week from the prophets. There are some familiar images that we hear in these particular Advent selections. The prophets use these kinds of word pictures, these images to inspire hope and peace in those who are surrounded by circumstances that are troubling and challenging. In today’s passage from Isaiah 11, the prophet is describing the reign of a leader who is like no leader God’s people have ever had. 
	Those who attended Bible study this past week hopefully recognize the messianic hope conveyed through the image of the shoot coming out of the stump of Jesse. Jesse was the father of King David, and this is a reference to God’s promise that David’s line would always reign over God’s people. When foreign kingdoms overran God’s people and took control of Jerusalem, this cut off the reign of David’s line. But the messianic hope that can be found 

throughout the writings of the prophets indicates that one day someone from the line of David would once again reign over God’s people, just as God had promised. Hence, in this passage, a shoot, a branch growing out of a stump.
	In the 4 verses that follow, the prophet describes the characteristics of this one who will rule as well as the ways in which he will rule. By the way, take note that verse 2 are the words we use in the prayer we say at every baptism when me or any pastor lays hands on the baptismal candidate’s head. What does it mean that we pray those words for every baptized person? We’ll get to that later. But these verses describe the ideal leader for God’s people. First and foremost, he is one guided by the spirit of the Lord.  That spirit is the source of his wisdom and understanding, counsel and might - which in the Message translation says gives direction and builds strength – knowledge and fear of the Lord. 
How often throughout time does it seem that our human leaders lose that fear of the Lord in favor of pursuing their own impulses. This was just as much the case for the people to whom Isaiah was originally writing as it is for us still today. And how detrimental it is for those people who suffer as a result of such selfish leadership. But Isaiah speaks of one who, specifically, will delight in the fear of the Lord. This means he will be pleased to revere, respect and obey the Lord.
In verses 3-5, we see how the Spirit of the Lord and the fear of the Lord will guide this leader’s decisions. He will not make decisions based how people look or present themselves, neither on idle chatter, gossip or nonsense. He will grant equity and justice for the poor and oppressed. Let’s hear that again…through the Spirit of the Lord and the fear of the Lord, he will grant equity and justice for the poor and the oppressed. I want to drive this point home…his main mission, under the guidance of the Spirit of the Lord, is to give justice to the poor and equity to the oppressed. This is a key point in this description of the reign of God’s chosen king. It is good news for the poor and oppressed, to be dealt with rightly and justly.  
Now the final verses of this passage, sometimes referred to as the Peaceable Kingdom, give us a vivid picture of the extraordinary impact of the peace of God. It is poetic, which is why I called it a word picture, intended not to be read literally but to evoke in us a sense of peace that is far beyond what we have ever experienced. We may not face the same threat of wild animals due to living in or near organized neighborhoods…though my mom did see a 

 coyote walking through her yard last week…but we are still moved by the extreme peace of God that is depicted through this vivid image.
	But we cannot isolate the extraordinary peace conveyed in verse 6-8 from the work of God’s chosen one to deal justly and equitably on behalf of the poor and the oppressed. This saying is true: If it isn’t peace for everyone, it isn’t true peace for anyone. True peace is peace for all. And so, we see through this passage in Isaiah that peace goes hand-in-hand with right relationship with, just treatment of those who are poor and oppressed. This is the vision, the mission that the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord lays out for God’s chosen one in this passage. And when we lay hands on the head of and we pray for this for every baptismal candidate, our prayer is that this vision, this mission guides them, guides us as we engage with a very different kind of world.
	So, justice and righteousness for the poor and oppressed resulting in peace…the spirit of giving and generosity that inspires us during this season…in these ways, God is drawing us up into God’s vision and mission that has no end. It doesn’t end after Christmas. It doesn’t end after December. It didn’t even begin in Advent. It began…for us anyway…when a pastor laid their hand on your head and prayed, “Sustain this child, this person with the gift of your Holy 
Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. Amen.”   
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