

	LORD OF LIFE SERMON
Bapt of Our Lord	January 11, 2026

First Reading Isaiah 42: 1-9 
God’s servant is endowed with God’s spirit in order to bring justice to the nations. The servant will not exercise authority boisterously or with violence, nor will weariness ever prevent the fulfilling of the servant’s task. God’s old promises have been fulfilled; the servant’s new assignment is to bring light to the nations.
1 Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2 He will not cry out or lift up his voice or make it heard in the street; 3 a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 4 He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth, and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 5 Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: 6 I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness; I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, 7 to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. 8 I am the Lord; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. 9 See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them.
Psalm 29
1 Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name; worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 4 The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor. 5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 6 the Lord makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 7 The voice of the Lord bursts forth in lightning flashes. 8 The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 9 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. And in the temple of the Lord all are crying, “Glory!” 10 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; the Lord sits enthroned as king forevermore. 11 O Lord, give strength to your people; give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace.

Second Reading Acts 10: 34-43 
Peter crosses the sharp religious boundary separating Jews from Gentiles and proclaims the good news of God’s inclusive forgiveness in Jesus’ name to Cornelius, a Roman centurion. As a result of Peter’s preaching, Cornelius and his family become the first Gentiles to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 
34 Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every people anyone who fears him and practices righteousness is acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”
Gospel Matthew 3: 13-17 
Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by John, touched by the Spirit, and identified publicly as God’s child.
13 Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15  But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”



Sermon
	I find it very difficult to talk about things that are happening in our world today. For one thing, I know some of us hear enough about it throughout the week, we hope we can get away from it all here. For that matter, there are some of us who may be dealing with more personally pressing things in our day-to-day lives that what is happening in the rest of the world is on the periphery because we don’t have the energy to deal with it. For me personally, I’m just the type of person who wants to know what the facts are before I say anything about anything My challenge is that it seems like there is lots of information being presented as “facts” that we have to sift through to find what is true. I am not wired to deal with that kind of situation.
	But here is what I will say…the world is chaotic. There is a certain level of chaos that we have to deal with because we live in this world with other human beings but at this point in time, we are over-the-top in chaos. It is not healthy for anyone to live in chaos for a prolonged period of time. There is a lot of fear and uncertainty in immigrant communities for sure but many of us are feeling off-balance, wondering what will come next. We cannot bear to hear another, I-can’t-believe-that-is-happening-here story. At this point, it is overwhelming.
In the midst of this chaotic world, I couldn’t help but be drawn to verse 3 of Isaiah 42, “A bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench.” These are the words that have given me pause this week. “A bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench.” Due to the poetic nature of so many of the prophet’s writings, we can guess that “a bruised reed” and “a dimly burning wick” is descriptive of certain types of people, specifically those who are barely making it in life, those who are most vulnerable. In those days, these were the widows, the orphans, the foreigners, the sick or injured and the poor but it really is anyone who is truly struggling in life.  This week, I am wondering how are the bruised reeds and the dimly burning wicks doing today? Are they still standing…still burning, even if just a flicker? 
This passage from Isaiah 42, which describes a servant who is chosen by God to bring forth justice is likely paired with the passage in Matthew about Jesus’ baptism for a few reasons. The first is because of the mention of God’s delight or pleasure with the servant and Jesus, respectively. Secondly, each passage mentions the Spirit of God descending upon the 

servant and upon Jesus. And thirdly, we associate the mission of the servant with the mission upon which Jesus send out after his baptism. 
But let’s stop for a moment to talk about who this servant was originally. The servant in Isaiah 42 isn’t a person…it is a group of people, namely, God’s people, Israel. Here the prophet describes this covenantal relationship as Israel being God’s servant, a people upon whom God’s spirit has been placed, a people in whom God’s soul delights. It is God’s servant people whom God calls to bring out justice and in doing so, to not bring harm or hardship to those who are already vulnerable. In later verses, the Lord calls God’s people a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. And so, these chosen ones, in whom God’s soul delights and upon whom God’s spirit placed are servants of God doing God’s work of just treatment for all people and, in doing so, take particular care of those who are on the brink of collapse… “a bruised reed they will not break, and a dimly burning wick they will not quench.”
Please, clearly hear God’s concern for those who are particularly struggling…and also, hear God’s call to God’s faithful people to care for them, to ensure that all people are being dealt with justly, rightly. Jesus’ life and ministry is an embodiment of this servant work and also a calling to all of humanity back to this purpose as God’s servant and a light to the nations. But from the very beginning, Jesus didn’t do this through force or by lording it over humanity. In today’s passage, he comes in humility to John, who has been describing him as the one who sandals he is not even worthy enough to carry. And yet Jesus comes to John to be baptized, to receive the baptism of repentance for which everyone else is coming. 
That is one of those questions we often have about this passage…why did Jesus need to be baptized? Jesus’ response is confusing, “To fulfill all righteousness.” It’s not because he has to repent like everyone else, but in order to join everyone else in the act of baptism for repentance. Jesus doesn’t come into the world with the air of being perfect and being better than everyone else, though he had every right to because it was true. But that wasn’t his approach to humanity, to his mission. His approach was to join humanity in this act of humility. Righteousness means right relationship…Jesus’ relationship with humanity was that, while he was God, he was also one of us. So, he did what everyone else was doing to participate as one 


of them and then, in his baptism, the voice of God announced that he was God’s son and God was pleased with him. 
That is all to say that it is through presence, through relationship with the bruised reed, the dimly burning wick, the vulnerable, those barely hanging on, that Jesus sustains, saves, gives life. Through his baptism, Jesus identifies with the common person, the person struggling with sin, the person whose suffering is the result of another’s sin, the person who is hanging on by a thread. And the words of God announce that yes, Jesus is exactly where he is meant to be, doing exactly what he is meant to do, revealing God’s presence in the midst of this messy, difficult life with these human beings in need of repentance. 
This moment is only the beginning of Jesus doing this even more clearly through the people that he encounters and the ways in which he relates to them. We will hear all about this through Matthew’s perspective most of the rest of this year. For this week, however, take with you the assurance of Jesus’ presence sustaining and caring for the bruised reed, the dimly burning wick, whether it be us or those struggling around us. That is where we will find God’s presence. And to all of us who are called children of God…servants of God, that is where we are called to focus for the sake of justice, to fulfill all righteousness. Amen.   
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