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First Reading Micah 6: 1-8 
With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God brings a lawsuit against Israel. God has “wearied” Israel with a long history of saving acts. God does not want or expect lavish sacrifices to attempt to earn divine favor. Rather God empowers the people to do justice, to love loyalty to God, and to walk shrewdly in God’s service.
1 Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. 2 Hear, you mountains, the case of the Lord, and you enduring foundations of the earth, for the Lord has a case against his people, and he will contend with Israel. 3 “O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 4 For I brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 5 O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.” 6 “With what shall I come before the Lord and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God?
Psalm 15 
1 Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide upon your holy hill? 2 Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who speak the truth from their heart; 3 they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor. 4 In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the Lord. They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word. 5 They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the innocent. Those who do these things shall never be overthrown. 
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1: 18-31 
According to the world’s standards of power and might, the message of the cross seems stupid and offensive. Yet this word reveals the paradoxical way God has chosen to work power and 


salvation through weakness, rejection, and suffering. Hence the message of the cross becomes true wisdom and power for believers.
18 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of the proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 6 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to abolish things that are, 29 so that no one might boast in the presence of God. 30 In contrast, God is why you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”
Gospel Matthew 5: 1-12 
Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in the reign of God.
1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying: 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my 

account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
Sermon
	Today, I would like to talk about a few very important themes that appear in our Scripture lessons this week…justice, loving-kindness, blessedness, mercy, peacemaking. This is one of those weeks that we have really great Scriptures on which to focus and so it is difficult to only pick one. But these themes that I mentioned which are found in the Micah passage and the passage from Matthew…justice, loving-kindness, blessedness, mercy, peacemaking…they are all related to one another, and I think our exploration of them all together will prove to be quite meaningful.
	When we look at this verse from Micah 6, if any of this is familiar to us, it is most likely verses 6-8 or maybe just verse 8, “He has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God?” Here we find 2 of the themes I’ve lifted up for us today…justice and kindness. But before we get into these in more detail, I’d like to help you understand what is happening in this whole passage that leads to what we hear in verse 8.
	Imagine, if you will, that you are a child or a youth, and you are in just in a bad mood, a bad frame of mind. And your parents are getting on your last nerve, so you lash out, tell them that they don’t care about you and they make your life miserable. And imagine your parent responding, “Oh yes, look how terrible I have been to you, providing a roof over your head, giving you warm place to sleep, feeding you 3 meals a day plus snacks, paying for your electronic device and your toys, running you to your practices or rehearsals. Yes, I really do make your life miserable.” I admit as a parent, I’ve actually said something similar when my child was moody toward me.  Oh, the sarcasm!
	Well, here we have sarcasm in the Bible. That’s basically what the prophet is saying to God’s people on God’s behalf. “O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you?” And now I’m going to paraphrase…I’ve only saved you and provided for you and saved you and provided for you over and over and over again, promising to be with you always. You see, God’s people at this point have been rebellious, have not followed the ways of God as they promised when they became God’s people and they are living the consequences of their rebelliousness. The sarcasm in this passage is really highlighting the faithfulness and steadfast love that God has shown over and over again which the people must have forgotten up to this point.
	The sarcasm continues with these ridiculous suggestions of where to go from here…an offering of thousands of rams, of ten thousand rivers of oil…who has that? And certainly no, do not sacrifice your firstborn! The question is asked, what does the Lord require? It isn’t something new nor is it something over-the-top. It is the same thing laid out for God’s people in God’s law…it is living out the ways of the God who has saved them. Do justice…the Hebrew mishpat…which means to deal with situations of conflict justly, to be sure there is fairness, especially for the person with less power or voice in society. Love kindness…the Hebrew hesed…which is faithful action, loving devotion, not just a feeling but actively devoted to the well-being of the other. And finally, walk humbly with your God…walking with God is another way of conveying relationship; anyone walks with the God of mishpat and hesed, of justice and loving-kindness, faithfulness, knows the stories of God dealing with God’s people this way, cannot ignore the calling to deal with all of God’s human creation this way.
	When we get to the good news conveyed in the gospels, it is this God of justice and loving-kindness who is revealed through Jesus’ life and ministry, through his death and resurrection. And, in the same way, humanity is the same humanity that gets out of step with God and looses sight of that commitment to deal with the rest of humanity with justice and loving-kindness. And that is what causes so much of the suffering among us, whether in Jesus’ day or in ours. 
In today’s passage from Matthew, we have the well-known teaching of Jesus known as the Beatitudes. The Beatitudes serve as an introduction to a large body of teaching that occurs here in Matthew known as the Sermon on the Mount. But it also serves as a mission statement for how the kingdom of God or kingdom of heaven will be revealed through the work and teaching of Jesus. The first few lines name some of those who are really struggling in life…the poor in spirit, those who mourn, the meek who are those who don’t stand up for themselves, those who hunger and thirst for righteousness. These are all people who do not have what they need, who are not be treated justly or who have lost so much. And what we hear Jesus saying is that they are blessed.
I think we have gotten into the habit of thinking of blessing as getting all good things in life. But blessing is about God being present and active in our lives, even when things aren’t so great. Think back on what we heard about God when we discussed the Micah passage. What had God done for the people? A LOT of saving and providing and saving and providing. That is who God is from beginning to end, then umtil now…Jesus is announcing that, once again through his life, ministry, death and resurrection, God is saving and providing. This is true for all who are poor in spirit, mourning or meek, thirsting for righteousness. God is present to save and provide…THAT is blessing.
And the last few verses announce blessing on those who are merciful, those who are pure in heart, those who are peacemakers, those who are persecuted for the sake of Jesus, for the sake of Jesus’ mission and the kingdom of God. Mercy and peace are ways of caring for those named in the first 4 beatitudes. Mercy is seeing a person struggling, regardless of whether or not it is their own doing and helping to relieve that struggle. Peacemakers do a similar thing…they work to bring peace into the lives of those who struggle daily.
Whether speaking about those who are suffering or those who are merciful to the suffering, Jesus calls them blessed, naming the fact that the God who saves and provides, the God of justice and loving-kindness is present and at work in their midst. Jesus’ teaching in the Beatitudes is our calling to know where God is and where God is calling God’s people today. The calling remains for justice, for loving-kindness, for mercy, for peacemaking. It is in being faithful to the lives of those in our midst struggling the most, whether the immigrant and refugee, the poor, the sick, those who are mourning that there is blessing, that we will experience the presence of our God who saves and provides. Amen.  
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