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First Reading 1 Samuel 16: 1-13 
Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and did not match his brothers in height or other physical characteristics. With the anointing came endowment with the Spirit of the Lord, designating David as the Lord’s chosen successor to Saul.
1 The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2 Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do, and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 4 Samuel did what the Lord commanded and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5 He said, “Peaceably. I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his anointed is now before the Lord.” 7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him, for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 8  Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 10 Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” 11 Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samu el said to Jesse, “Send and bring him, for we will not sit down until he comes here.” 12  He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was hand some. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him, for this is the one.” 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.
Psalm 23
1The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. 2The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters. 3 You restore my soul, O Lord, and guide me along 

right pathways for your name’s sake. 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.
Second Reading Ephesians 5: 8-14 
Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct our lives in ways that reflect the light of Christ, so that our activity is truly pleasing to God.
8 Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as children of light, 9 for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10 Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness; rather, expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly, 13 but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14 for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”
Gospel John 9: 1-41 
Dialogue Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual blindness to the things of God.
1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8  The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” 10 But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 Then the Phari sees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the Sabbath.” Others said, 

“How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17 So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19 and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20 His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind, 21 but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26 They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28 Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30 The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32 Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment, so that those who do not see may see and those who do see may become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”
Sermon
	We continue this week with another lengthy passage from the gospel of John. To be honest, while we can take a sound byte here or there from John’s gospel…God so loved the world or I am the light of the world or I am the vine, you are the branches…the best way to understand the message of John’s gospel is through the stories that the writer tells about Jesus’ encounter with various individuals. John’s gospel is unique in including these stories. But the stories are what give John’s gospel a richness that we don’t find in the others. 


	Before we get too deep into the story, I do want to make one disclaimer and admit to one unfortunate issue with this gospel. That is its use of the word “Jews,” particularly to label a group of people who were often at odds with Jesus. To use that word in the way it is used in this gospel makes it sound like all of the Jews were opposed to Jesus. That is obviously not the case since most of Jesus’ followers along with Jesus himself were Jewish. But many of them were also Galileans, those who lived in the northern part of the territory near the Sea of Galilee. 
It is more likely that the word should either be “Judeans” or “Jewish authorities.” Judeans were those from Jerusalem and the surrounding territory. It is in Jerusalem that Jesus encountered the most powerful religious authorities. And it was really those power players and those most influenced by them that strongly opposed Jesus. That is why “Jewish authorities” or “Judeans” would be a more faithful understanding when this gospel uses the word “Jews” to describe a group that opposed Jesus. And this matters because this way of reading “the Jews” as opposing Jesus has been used to support antisemitism. With antisemitism on the rise in our society, we must be clear that antisemitism is not in line with the ways of God revealed through Jesus and that attacks against Jews and their places of worship are evil acts that are not acceptable.    
	With that said, let’s turn to the main activity going on in the story. The challenge in these long passages is to figure out where to focus. I’m a person of few words, but I’m pretty sure I could talk for a good 30 minutes on this passage if I had that time. In this story of the blind man who is healed, we can see the way human beings treated him and the way Jesus treated him. The healing of the man who had been blind is only part of his transformation. After a long time-maybe a lifetime-of being disconnected from God because the religious leaders believed him to be sinful and unworthy of God’s mercy, God, through Jesus, restores that relationship. 
	But we notice, from the very beginning, that the teaching connecting sin to illness or physical limitation runs quite deeply because the first people to make a comment along these lines are Jesus’ disciples. That means that this is what they have been taught. This is a helpful reminder to us that the disciples were learning through Jesus that God was much different than what they were led to believe. And while that was a very, very good thing, it was going to completely transform their faith and their life. Being a disciple may seem like an awesome 

experience, and I’m sure it was, but we should not forget that it meant A LOT of their previous understanding needed to be discarded and replaced with truth. We can expect that to happen in our lives as disciples of Jesus as well.
	So today I’m going to focus on what Jesus says next. “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him.” Jesus completely rejects the connection between this man’s blindness and sin. Jesus rejects this teaching in his day and for all of time. We can see as the story goes on that the Pharisees continue to treat the man poorly, as though his blindness cancels out his credibility or even his dignity. And apparently that did not change in their eyes even though he received his sight.
	There are certainly times when I have heard people today wonder what they have done wrong that they are struggling with a physical illness or injury. I haven’t heard much teaching in the way of associating sin with physical illness or injury, which I hope is a good sign, though I’m sure it is still out there somewhere.  But our pitfall, our issue today is the lack of regard, the tendency to ignore the challenges that people with physical limitations, who are differently abled have participating in society.  What does it say about our understanding of people who struggle with physical limitations or special needs if we become a society who ignores their needs and does not find ways to make life accessible for them? Some of the efforts undertaken under the umbrella of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion have been to improve accessibility for people who would otherwise be left out, including making public areas and work places handicap accessible, utilizing sign language interpreters or providing technology such as screen readers or voice-to-text software. Just because we don’t go around saying things like what the Pharisees taught, we are not off the hook. This story presents us with an important question…do we honor the humanity, the dignity of people with physical challenges, who are differently able in our communities today?
	The second part of Jesus response reveals the good news of God for the man born blind and for anyone who has been disregarded because of physical or developmental challenges or special needs. Jesus announces that this man who was born blind is someone through whom the works of God will be revealed. In this way, Jesus draws a direct contrast to the idea that the man’s blindness is punishment. Jesus declares that, despite the Pharisee’s teaching that this 


man and others like him were outside of the reach of God’s mercy, God WILL be revealed in this man’s life, God’s mercy is going to work through him for all to see. 
	For the sake of revealing God’s power of healing available through Jesus, Jesus heals the man born blind. But in his teaching and his regard for the man, Jesus points to the reality that God is at work and glorified through the lives of those who have physical limitations, who have special needs, who are differently able. 
I found out this week that March is Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month and I found that out because of a flash mob that occurred at Eastwood Mall last week. A flash mob is basically a group of people who break out in dancing in the middle of a public place and last week there was a flash mob of people with developmental challenges, who are differently abled to bring awareness. The truth that is revealed through the story of this man from John’s gospel also makes us aware that, through any and all people, regardless of the ableness of our bodies or minds that God’s love and mercy is at work through all lives. 
We see wonderful examples of God at work through the lives of people who are differently able. We also see God at work when we all work together to make society more accessible to those who have physical or developmental challenges. This kind of work and the difference it makes in people’s lives are truly miracles that take place right in front of us and it gives us the opportunity to see the kingdom of God in our midst.
One of Abby’s favorite parks is Walnut Grove Park, which is just south of Canfield along 46. It was built to be an accessible playground for all children to play together, including those in wheelchairs. When I learned about the plan for this park a few years ago, I couldn’t help but be inspired by the people who had the vision and put in the effort to make it a reality. 
At Christmas time, I received the gift of a wooden trivet in the shape of the state of Ohio. It was made by someone who had a work placement through the Purple Cats Society. Purple Cat has developed multiple job placements for adults who are differently able to reach their potential and use their gifts and abilities. That gift, along with Jesus’ teaching today, pointed to the important truth that God works and is glorified through the lives of all people, even and especially through the lives of those who are differently abled and through the work of making life and faith accessible to all. Amen. 
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