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First Reading Acts 2: 14a, 36-41 
Today’s reading is the conclusion of Peter’s sermon preached following the giving of the Holy Spirit to the apostles on the day of Pentecost. The center of his preaching is the bold declaration that God has made the crucified Jesus both Lord and Christ.
14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]: 36  “Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38 Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” 40 And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41 So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added.
Psalm 116: 1-4, 12-19
1 2 I love the Lord, who has heard my voice, and listened to my supplication, for the Lord has given ear to me whenever I called. 3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me; I came to grief and sorrow. 4Then I called upon the name of the Lord: “O Lord, I pray you, save my life.” 12 How shall I repay the Lord for all the good things God has done for me? 13 I will lift the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord. 14 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all God’s people. 15 Precious in your sight, O Lord, is the death of your servants. 16 O Lord, truly I am your servant; I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me from my bonds. 17 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call upon the name of the Lord. 18 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all God’s people, 19 in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah!
Second Reading 1 Peter 1: 17-23
The imagery of exile is used to help the readers of this letter understand that they are strangers in a strange land. Christians no longer belong to this age. Through the death of Christ we belong to God, so that our focus, faith, and hope are no longer on such things as silver or gold.


17 If you invoke as Father the one who judges impartially according to each person’s work, live in fear during the time of your exile. 18 You know that you were ransomed from the futile conduct inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 20 He was destined before the foundation of the world but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 21 Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your trust and hope are in God. 22 Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual affection, love one another deeply from the heart. 23 You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God.
Gospel Luke 24: 13-35
The colorful story of Jesus’ appearance to two disciples on the road to Emmaus answers the question of how Jesus is to be recognized among us. Here, he is revealed through the tures and in the breaking of bread.
13 Now on that same day two [disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16 but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” 19 He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 22 Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 23 and when they did not find his body there they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see him.” 25 Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of heart to believe all 

that the prophets have declared! 26 Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 27 Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. 29 But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him, and he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 33 That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem, and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. 34 They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on the road and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.
Sermon
	Today we are taking a little detour into the gospel of Luke in order to hear this beautiful story that we call the Road To Emmaus. It is a story of Jesus appearing to disciples unfamiliar to us after his resurrection. It is one of only a few long stories in Luke’s gospel, though the other long stories in Luke are Parables. When we hear longer narratives like this in Scripture, we are bound to connect with different aspects of the story and that may depend on what is going on in our lives. For our purposes today, we are going to talk about the way in which Jesus approaches and joins the conversation and journey of the 2 disciples.
	When Jesus encounters the 2 disciples during their journey, the disciples don’t recognize him at first and for whatever reason, Jesus doesn’t say, “Hey, it’s me Jesus!” Instead, when Jesus asks what they are discussing, the one named Cleopas answers, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” Now some of us might hear the word “stranger” and think of it as someone who is unknown to the disciples. But the Greek narrows this down further to a migrant from somewhere else, someone who comes from another place. 
	It is interesting in this story that Jesus does not clear up the confusion. Not only do they not know that it is the risen Christ. But now they think he is from some other place. One of the 

themes of Jesus’ teaching that can be found throughout Luke’s gospel is the work of reaching out in relationship across barriers, the barriers of Jew and Gentile, of Judean and Samaritan, of rich and poor, of male and female, of healthy and ill or physically limited. So, in this story, what is the significance of Jesus joining the journey with these disciples as a perceived foreigner? What does it mean that this walk and discussion with this one believed to be “other” causes their hearts to burn within them, as they admit at the end?
	There have been studies done that have shown we as humans are predisposed to believe the best of those inside our group and believe the worst about those outside our group. This could refer to gender or race or ethnicity, but the point is we are already predisposed to make positive assumptions about the actions and intentions of whomever we consider part of “our” group and make negative assumptions about the actions and intentions of those considered “other.” The other day at the park, there was a little boy who wanted to play with Abby, but we couldn’t understand the words he was saying. His mom, who was wearing a scarf on her head clarified that he was looking for someone to play with. There was a time when I would have wondered why he doesn’t speak English? But then I remember that my husband said when he was really little, his parents spoke German at home, so that’s the language he first learned. It was only when he went to school that he learned English and that is because his mom didn’t want him to pick up her accent. So actually it isn’t unusual nor disrespectful for the young child of immigrants to learn to speak the language of their homeland at a young age.
	We have heard examples throughout the gospels of this tendency to believe the worst about “other” groups of people. Unfortunately, we battle with the same tendency today. We frequently hear negative associations with those who came here from somewhere else…they are criminals or they are leeching off our system or they are stealing our jobs. There may be some cases in which this is true of some individuals, but these negative associations are being used to justify the mistreatment of immigrants today. While we can agree that it makes sense to deport undocumented people who are violent criminals, we are in serious danger of being sucked into the belief that it is ok to pull people off the streets, detaining them without telling them why and mistreat them just because they weren’t born here.  


	There are many other ways in which we “other” one another in a way that actually threatens our ability to be in relationship.  We continue to struggle with othering those who have a different viewpoint from us on major social issues and in politics. The leadership of our political parties certainly aren’t leading us in a positive direction where that is concerned. It is another case in which we so often give the benefit of the doubt to those with whom we agree while thinking the worst of those we consider on the “other side.” But this division certainly doesn’t serve the common good.
	As they traveled along, Cleopas and the other disciple welcomed the stranger to join them and in welcoming one that didn’t seem to be “from here” they encountered the risen Christ. They shared their hearts with this foreigner, relaying the source of their sadness and despair and the risen Christ gave them new hope by helping them see things from a different perspective. The disciples welcomed the “other” to share a meal and the risen Christ blessed their meal by revealing his presence. And as they looked back on their time, the disciples realized that, throughout this whole experience, their hearts were burning within them.
	The risen Christ reveals to us that new life and hope can be found when we break down the walls we’ve put up between us and those considered “foreigner” or “other.”  Living the risen life is seeing Christ in the stranger, in the foreigner, in the “other.” Christ died and rose for us to bring us together, journeying through life together, sharing our dashed hopes together, encouraging one another with our differing perspectives, breaking bread together, gathering at Christ’s table together.  Together, with those with a different perspective…together with those from a different background…together with those who grew up speaking a different language… together with those who are not from here.  Amen.
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