	LORD OF LIFE SERMON
Palm Sunday	March 29,2026

Readings Procession with Palms: 
Matthew 21:1-11 Isaiah 50:4-9a Psalm 31:9-16 (5) Philippians 2:5-11 
Matthew 26:14—27:66 or Matthew 27:11-54
 
Palm Sunday message before The Passion

	We’ve got a lot of Scripture before us today. We’ve got a lot of Scripture and worship ahead of us this week. Welcome to Holy Week…the week that is central to our faith as Christ followers. During this time, we focus in on Jesus final days, final hours interacting with humanity…with his disciples, with those who oppose him…before his death on the cross. In the midst of the heightened tension of these days, these hours, take note what Jesus says, what he does, how he responds. As we learned at the very beginning of Matthew’s gospel, this is Emmanuel, God with us. What does God with us do when us, humanity, turns against him.
	But the tone for today begins in a spirit of celebration. Jesus enters the Holy City of Jerusalem to the chants of the crowd, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” Based on Matthew’s quoting of the prophet Zechariah and the crowd’s use of the title “Son of David,” there is certainly a connection made here of Jesus being the Messiah, Israel’s long-awaited king. Add to that the cries from the crowd of “Hosanna,” which can either be a calling out to God to save us or an acclamation of joy or welcome. There is certainly something exciting happening here, to the point that some who were already in the city when Jesus arrived were wondering who this Jesus was to receive this kind of welcome and praise.
	But I’m zeroing in today on something that is interpreted through the quote from the prophet Zechariah. The prophet is quoted as saying, “Look, your king is coming to you, humble and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” Forget trying to picture how someone could ride both a donkey and a colt at the same time. The point of it seems to be highlighting the king’s humility. Generally, a great, powerful king would ride on a horse. But here, Matthew includes this quote about the king riding humbly on a donkey, which is what Jesus does.



	Humility is that quality of God demonstrated through Jesus that allowed him to be God with us in this world in the first place. Our God choses humility through the life of Jesus. This is what we hear from the Philippian’s passage today, which serves as a great bridge between our Processional Gospel and Passion reading. In verse 7, Paul write about Jesus, “he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, assuming human likeness. And being found in appearance as a human, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death-even death on a cross.” 
	As we transition now from Palm Procession to Passion reading, keep in mind the humility of Jesus. When one of those with Jesus in the garden uses his sword against Jesus’ accusers and Jesus says, “Put your sword back into its place, for all who take the sword will die by the sword. 53 Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels?” Throughout this story, the power is possible but Jesus chooses humility. The humble king who rides in on a donkey humbly suffers and dies to save humanity from our high-and-mighty-ness, our love of pride and power and earthly glory. Jesus’ humble, other-serving, self-sacrifice is the salvation for all of humanity! Jesus empties himself of his rightness, his power, his position over humanity for our sake, in service to our salvation. 
	Keep this in mind as we hear the Passion story again today. Keep this in mind when you hear the kinds of things in our world today that are being associated with the name of Jesus. Are they associated with humility and service, humble acts of love for the wellbeing of humanity? And hear Paul’s words to us as we dwell in the story of Christ, our humble king serving us by choosing humility over right-ness and power, “Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus…Amen. 
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