	LORD OF LIFE SERMON
June 28-5th Week of Pentecost		June 28, 2026

First Reading Jeremiah 28:5-9 
Through a symbolic action Jeremiah insisted that Judah and all the surrounding nations should submit to the king of Babylon (Jer. 27). Hananiah contradicted the word of Jeremiah, who in reply insisted that Hananiah’s rosy prediction should not be believed until it came true. God confirmed the word of Jeremiah and sentenced the false prophet Hananiah to death (vv. 16-17).
5 The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and all the people who were standing in the house of the Lord, 6 and the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the Lord do so; may the Lord fulfill the words that you have prophesied and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the Lord and all the exiles. 7 But listen now to this word that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people. 8 The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many countries and great kingdoms. 9 As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet comes true, then it will be known that the Lord has truly sent the prophet.”
Psalm 89: 1-4, 15-18
Your love, O Lord, forever will I sing; from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness. 2For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is established forever; you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens. 3 “I have made a covenant with my chosen one; I have sworn an oath to David my servant: 4 ‘I will establish your line forever, and preserve your throne for all generations.’ ” 15 Happy are the people who know the festal shout! They walk, O Lord, in the light of your presence. 16 They rejoice daily in your name; they are jubilant in your righteousness. 17 For you are the glory of their strength, and by your favor our might is exalted. 18 Truly, our shield belongs to the Lord; our king to the Holy One of Israel.
Second Reading Romans 6: 12-23 
Sin is an enslaving power which motivates us to live self-serving, disobedient lives. Sin’s final payoff is death. We, however, have been set free from sin’s slavery to live obediently under God’s grace, whose end is the free gift of eternal life.



12 Do not let sin reign in your mortal bodies, so that you obey their desires. 13 No longer present your members to sin as instruments of unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and present your members to God as instruments of righteousness. 14 For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace. 15 What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 16 Do you not know that, if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God that you who were slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted 18 and that you, having been set free from sin, have become enslaved to righteousness. 19 I am speaking in human terms because of your limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and lawlessness, leading to even more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness, leading to sanctification. 20 When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21 So what fruit did you then gain from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is death. 22 But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the fruit you have leads to sanctification, and the end is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Gospel Matthew 10:40-42 
When Jesus sends his disciples out as missionaries, he warns them of persecution
and hardships they will face. He also promises to reward any who aid his followers and support their ministry.
[Jesus said to the twelve:] 40 “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 41 Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous, 42 and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.”



Sermon
	“Any friend of yours is a friend of mine.” This is a common saying that indicates that when we have a friend or family member with whom we are close, we assume they must associate with people who are as good of a person as they are. So if someone is a friend of our beloved family member or friend, then we will embrace them as well. In a similar way, have you ever met someone who is nice but distant until they find out they knew your grandparents or know your parents and then they start treating you like you are their best friend? Again, because their association to your other family members was so positive, you receive the benefit of that positive association and are assumed to be just as great as your family members. 
That is the reason why family members who recommend certain companies or services to us, they will say, “Tell them that I sent ya,” or “Tell them that you know me.” Actually, I’ve benefited from that in certain circumstances since my husband and in-laws lived here for so many years. There have been a few times when I’ve told someone that Alex Zielke is my father-in-law or that Robert Zielke is my husband and all of a sudden there is a connection that wasn’t there before. 
	That may help us understand what Jesus is describing in the gospel passage today. These few verses come at the tail end of Jesus’ instructions to his 12 disciples as he sends them out as an extension of his ministry. At the beginning of Chapter 10, we hear Jesus’ description of the situation, that he sees people harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. With so much suffering and struggle, Jesus enlists his disciples to help him cover the multitude, get the word out, cast out demons and heal. But he also warns them that there may be some who make their lives difficult as they carry out his ministry. The push-back can come from those in authority or it could come from their very own family. 
	  On the heals of this talk about division within one’s family and not loving family more than him, Jesus says, ““Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.” In this way, Jesus describes a closeness that his followers will experience with Jesus and with God. While participation in the ministry of Jesus may shake up familial relationships, it will establish a new bond between believer, Jesus and God. Earlier I talked about how we may have been received positively by someone because of family 

members they know. Here, Jesus is saying that, due to the close relationship between God and Jesus and Jesus and his followers, Jesus’ followers represent both Jesus and God in the world. So, anyone who welcomes a follower has also welcomed Jesus and God. 
	Throughout the ages, the name “Christian” has been adopted to describe someone who is a follower of Jesus. We often think of a “Christian” as someone who holds certain beliefs about who Jesus is. But it seems like we are living in a time when there is a lot of debate about what a “Christian” really is anymore. And the sticking point has to do with the behavior of some Christians. Rather than there being pushback on Christianity as a religion, there has been pushback on whether those who claim to be Christian are truly living the faith, or whether the faith has become more about adhering to a set of beliefs rather than a way of living, more about defining what we are against rather than living out a purpose.
The way Martin Luther described the Christian life was to say we are to be little Christ’s to one another. This, not surprisingly, ties together with how Jesus describes the relationship between follower, Jesus and God, “Whoever welcomes you, welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.” Not only is this an indication of relationship between God, Jesus and followers but it is also about identity. “Whoever welcomes you, welcomes me,” Jesus is present through his followers doing his work, sharing the good news of the kingdom of God come near. Just as Jesus touched the lives of multitudes, as he invites followers into his ministry, he affirms to us that others will encounter Jesus’ presence, God’s presence through us.
That can be scary thought, to be honest. We are still sinful, imperfect human beings, after all. So, in what way can we, sinful and imperfect as we are, represent the presence of God and God’s kingdom? We go back to Jesus’ original concern, that which evoked his compassion and desire to expand his ministry…look out for those who are harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Providing for those who are struggling, coming alongside those who are facing difficulty in life, showing compassion for those who don’t know where to go. It is those people who need to know that God, through Christ is with them at this moment. When followers of Jesus reach out to people in difficult times, that is when they are uplifted by hope because they truly feel that they are not forgotten, that God has come to them through the ministry of Christ that his followers carry on today.

To those Jesus sends to the harassed and helpless, Jesus announces that they…that we… will be his presence, his reach, into the lives of those in need. Our Christian faith is about this identity as those who represent God, through Christ, to reach out to those who need a reality beyond pain and isolation, cruelty and suffering. Jesus sends his followers, then and now, to be his presence, to do his ministry, to have compassion, to give hope to the harassed and helpless. We are sent to do Christ’s work…we are little Christs, not perfect nor sinless, but agents of God’s kingdom of compassion and hope. Amen.
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