	LORD OF LIFE SERMON
12TH Sunday after Pentecost	August 16, 2026

First Reading Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s imminent intervention to save. Righteousness and obedience define who belongs to the Israelite community—not race, nationality, or any other category.
1 Thus says the Lord: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my salvation will come and my deliverance be revealed. 6 And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, and to be his servants, all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it and hold fast my covenant— 7 these I will bring to my holy mountain and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar, for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples. 8 Thus says the Lord God, who gathers the outcasts of Israel: I will gather others to them besides those already gathered.
Psalm 67 
1 May God be merciful to us and bless us; may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 2 Let your way be known upon earth, your saving health among all nations. 3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth. 5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 6 The earth has brought forth its increase; God, our own God, has blessed us. 7 May God give us blessing, and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe. 
Second Reading Romans 11: 1-2a, 29-32 
God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so that, while all have been disobedient, God has mercy upon all.
[Paul writes:] 1 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2a God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so also they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they also may now receive mercy. 32 For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.
Gospel Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28 
Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than outward religious observances. Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a woman considered to be a religious outsider approaches him for help.
10 [Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:11 it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” 12 Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” 13 He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14 Let them alone; they are blind guides 

of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” 15 But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” 16 Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding? 17 Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach and goes out into the sewer? 18 But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19 For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. 20 These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.” 21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23 But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed from that moment.
Sermon
	Today’s gospel passage is somewhat complicated. We have these 2 stories paired together, both of which could be an entire sermon in and of themselves. And in the first 10 verses, Jesus talks about poo which I know would be a popular topic among some of our younger worshipers.  The rest of the passage contains a story in which Jesus calls a desperate woman a dog, which I’m sure causes discomfort with many of us. So, where shall we start? Let’s start with unexpected teachers.
Have you ever realized that someone unexpectedly taught you something? And you were so surprised because you weren’t even expecting to learn something, especially from that person? We expect to learn from teachers, professors, coaches, hopefully pastors. But can you think of a time that you were not even expecting to learn anything, and after being with someone you realized that they actually taught you something? I know there are some of us who are astounded at the fact that we are learning how to use technology from our children and grandchildren. And I’m sure that some of us have had a conversation with someone in which they shared a new fact, and we walked away saying, “You learn something new every day.”

Maybe by now, we expect to learn new things from the professionals we go to for various issues…doctors, dieticians, counselors, chiropractors, trainers, for example. And maybe we haven’t used the framework of teaching and learning for understanding our experiences. But we learn from one another all the time. We learn from people whose lives are very different than ours.  We can learn about homelessness by hearing the story of someone who is or ever was homeless. We can learn about growing up in the 1960’s or the 2000’s by talking to someone who grew up then. Learning is certainly not just for the classroom anymore (though school IS very important), it is a life-long process and you just never know who will teach you the next thing you learn.
The first half of today’s passage from Matthew deals with traditional teachers. In verses 10-20, Jesus is teaching. In verse 12 the disciples ask Jesus if he realizes that the Pharisees took offense at what Jesus said. That is because the whole conversation started with the Pharisees and scribes, traditional teachers of Israel, approaching Jesus with a question at the beginning of this chapter. At the beginning of Chapter 15, they ask Jesus why his disciples do not follow the tradition of the elders, which are rules added to the Jewish Law, not originally part of it. I wanted to mention that for the sake of clarity here…Jesus is not negating what is in the Law, he is pushing back on additional rules that have been created and are being imposed by religious leaders, past and present.
But now I’d like to turn to the unlikely and surprising teacher in today’s passage. That requires us to focus on the second half of today’s passage. The unlikely teacher is the one pleading for mercy and healing on behalf of her child who is being tormented by a demon. Her name is Canaanite woman. She is a woman…she is a Canaanite, meaning she is a Gentile, non-Jew…and she is inserting herself into Jesus presence. For those of you that participated in the Stories in the Park series, this story would have fit well, I just didn’t have enough weeks! 
Part of what is unlikely and surprising about this teacher is that she is a woman, she is a Canaanite and she prevails in this story.  The reason that I say she prevails is because after her initial calls to Jesus for help, he dismisses her, and then once she kneels at his feet asking for help, he insults her by calling her a dog. And different scholars have different beliefs about Jesus’ intention in saying this, some saying it must have been tongue-in-cheek, others saying it wasn’t “dog” but “doggie” and was more playful than it comes across today. The fact of the matter is, most of us feel uncomfortable with Jesus’

response, so uncomfortable that we need to figure out some reason not spelled out here that explains the situation.
Today, however, let’s sit with the discomfort of the interaction. The truth is, we need to sit with this discomfort because this is the type of attitude that humanity has struggled with for all of time. Are we uncomfortable with an outsider, a foreigner, someone different from us being called a derogatory name? Are we uncomfortable with someone different from us being dismissed when they are reaching out in desperation? Then we should be very uncomfortable with what is happening to immigrants, refugees and asylum seekers in our country. My concern is that we are becoming like the frog in the pot of hot water, where the frog starts in warm water, but the heat keeps getting turned up, just enough that the frog doesn’t notice until the water is suddenly too hot and it is too late for the frog to escape it. Are we being lulled into accepting unacceptable treatment of human beings just because they have an accent or just because they weren’t born here? Are we uncomfortable with people being taken away and their families only knowing there’s a problem when they don’t return home on time, or with people who aren’t criminals sitting in a detention center for months? 
The Canaanite woman teaches us many things today. And while Jesus’ healing power is certainly revealed here since the girl is healed from the moment Jesus says it will be so, we also see through the pleas and persistence of the Canaanite woman the expansive, all-encompassing mercy of God. The Canaanite woman wisely and skillfully argues that there is certainly more than enough…the crumbs are falling off the master’s table. There is no taking from one to give to the other, there is enough for all! Jesus speaks of being sent to the lost sheep of the house of Israel, but the Canaanite woman recognizes that the healing mercy of God is limitless! She calls upon Jesus to demonstrate this truth, a truth that Jesus absolutely knows and at this point in the gospel his ministry does extend into a more Gentile-inhabited territory. 
In a couple places in Matthew’s gospel, Jesus makes the comment to his disciples, “You of little faith.” But here, Jesus says of the Canaanite woman, “Woman, great is your faith!” The Canaanite woman’s faith teaches us of the expansive goodness and mercy of God. The expansive goodness and mercy of God means it is not something that will run out and it does not belong only to a certain ethnic or cultural group. The expansive goodness and mercy of God is for all to whom Christ opened his arms on the cross, 

people of all backgrounds, nationalities, and languages throughout the world. Through the story of the Canaanite woman, God gives us a lens through which to see those considered an outsider, a stranger, a foreigner, those not like me…as those who are deserving of mercy, those who are deserving of goodness, those who are deserving of relief from suffering and the experience of peace…all of which are the same gifts of God that we receive through Christ. Amen. 
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