	LORD OF LIFE SERMON
10TH Sun after Pentecost	August 2, 2026

First Reading Isaiah 55:1-5 
God invites Israel to a great feast at which both food and drink are free. God also promises to make an everlasting covenant with all peoples, with promises that previously had been limited to Israel. As David was a witness to the nations, these nations shall now acknowledge the ways in which God has glorified Israel.
 1 Hear, everyone who thirsts; come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread and your earnings for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 3 Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 5 Now you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. 
Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21
8The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 9Lord, you are good to all, and your compassion is over all your works. 14 The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are bowed down. 15 The eyes of all wait upon you, O Lord, and you give them their food in due season. 16 You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 17 You are righteous in all your ways and loving in all your works. 18 You are near to all who call upon you, to all who call upon you faithfully. 19 You fulfill the desire of those who fear you; you hear their cry and save them. 20 You watch over all those who love you, but all the wicked you shall destroy. 21 My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord; let all flesh bless God’s holy name forever and ever.
Second Reading Romans 9:1-5 
This begins a new section in Paul’s letter in which he will deal with the place of Israel in God’s saving plan. He opens by highlighting how Israel’s heritage and legacy include being God’s children, having God’s covenants, being given God’s law, participating in worship of God, and receiving divine promises.


1 I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy Spirit—2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own brothers and sisters, my own flesh and blood. 4 They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; 5 to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Christ, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.
Gospel Matthew 14:13-21 
After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude. Still, his compassion for others will not allow him to dismiss those who need him, and he is moved to perform one of his greatest miracles.
13 Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist,] he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. 15 When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 16 Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 17 They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” Gospel P C The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. Matthew 14:13-21 After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude. Still, his compassion for others will not allow him to dismiss those who need him, and he is moved to perform one of his greatest miracles. 13 Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist,] he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. 15 When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 16  Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 17 They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 18 And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the 

five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and blessed and broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20 And all ate and were filled, and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21 And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.
Sermon – We had a substitute Pastor today with a terrific sermon. Enjoy!
When I was a boy growing up, I remember that my grandma would regularly feed and clothe people off the street. She had a closet of clothing appropriate to the season of the year and a cupboard of food and eating utensils, seemingly waiting for those who would come. And they did come, often and some of them, repeatedly.

There would be a knock at the back door. That's where friends would call, And strangers, apparently, because they somehow knew that there were no strangers at this house. Grandma would greet them, welcome them onto the back porch, especially if it was cold or raining. After asking how she could assist them, she would invite them to sit and relax, offer them a drink, then excuse yourself, only to return with a meal, a coat, a pair of shoes or gloves, and sandwich or hot meal, whatever it was that the guests needed.

Interestingly, I never heard grandma complain about whoever came, or that she hadn't had an opportunity to go shopping or didn't have enough. Whoever came was always welcome, and always left filled or blessed, with whatever grandma had. There was always enough for every guest. And our family never went hungry but came to feel the importance of reaching out to those whose need made a request of our love.

One day, someone said to my grandma, “Elizabeth you know what someone probably put a mark on your house, so that people know that this is a place to come and receive a handout”, Grandma's response was, and I never forgot these words, “Well if they need it and I have it, they're welcome to it”. 

In today's Gospel story, John the Baptist has just died, at the behest of Herod, so, Jesus and his disciples retreated to a deserted place, presumably for rest and prayer 

and reflection, for time alone and away from everyone and everything. But as it was, Jesus had a mark on him too. People knew they could come. And they came, crowds of them to be healed and blessed. Thousands, including children, elderly and those who were sick and sought healing. After some time, with the hour having grown late, the disciples said to their Master, “It's getting late and the people are hungry. Let's send them away into the city, so they can get something to eat.”

Jesus said, “You feed them.” 

“But we have only this little bread and a couple of fish, certainly not enough for all who have come.”

Rather than send the people away and complain that they certainly didn't have enough to feed them, or conclude that he had already healed them, wasn't that enough, Jesus invited the disciples to bring what they had. Jesus blessed it. The food was distributed. Seemingly, everyone had plenty, in fact, we are told they were filled. And there was even some leftover, enough for Jesus and the disciples. And we all know how good leftovers are! Lesson learned. And I'm sure the disciples remembered that day. In fact, it's the one story told in each of the four Gospels.

Pope Francis, a friend to the poor and outcast said,” You pray for the hungry. Then you feed them. This is how prayer works.” He had a mark on him too. Prayer has a mark on it, as well. When we say to someone,” I'll pray for you”, then they should know that we will answer our own prayer or find someone who can. So, if you pray for someone, be prepared to serve as the answer to your prayer. That's how prayer works.

Since we have been a part of this congregation, Janeen and I have watched our prayers for the hungry answered in a number of ways, including efforts by our confirmands, leading us to respond to Operation Blessing, where people continue to be fed. Children and families struggling through treatment and recovery at Akron’s Children's Hospital have known that they were not alone, as, once again, a confirmand’s efforts invited us to contribute toys, books, and other items to bring 

hope and joy to those for whom we pray. And now we are providing supplies to school children, to assist them in their learning, and to help them fit in with others. Our own answers to our prayers 
I haven't heard anyone request what we don't have, only what we do have, what we are able to offer. No one has said that the need is too great or that there are too many people for us to serve or befriend.

We cannot respond to the needs of all the world's 8.3 billion people. But we can pray for some. We can show mercy and compassion, provide healing and food. We can empower people to live a more fulfilling life. And when we can't, perhaps we can find someone who can

Remember, Jesus isn't worried about what we don't have. He simply invites us to share what we do have. That's all. And to keep praying, because he knows that when we pray, we act. We may not know what difference our actions make, or who is blessed. All we know is this - when Jesus feels compassion for the disadvantaged, He asks us to feel the same, and calls us to action, because, we, too, have a mark on us, the same mark my grandma carried every day, in the depths of who she was. It is the cross, marked on us in our baptism, and renewed every day for those in need. 

That's what it means to follow Jesus. That's what it means to pray. Amen!
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