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First Reading Jeremiah 31:31-34 
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to live upright lives. To know the Lord means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because the Lord will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets.
31 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall they teach one another or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD, for I will forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no more. 
Psalm 46
1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 3 though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. 5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall help it at the break of day. 6 The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, and the earth melts away. 7 The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 8 Come now, regard the works of the LORD, what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 9 behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 10 “Be still, then, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 11 The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
Second Reading Romans 3:19-28 
Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. No human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are 


brought into a right relationship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ.
19 Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For no human will be justified before him by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed and is attested by the Law and the Prophets, 22 the righteousness of God through the faith of Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26 it was to demonstrate at the present time his own righteousness, so that he is righteous and he justifies the one who has the faith of Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what kind of law? That of works? No, rather through the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 
Gospel Matthew 22:34-46
Put on the spot by the Pharisees, Jesus displays wisdom by summarizing the law of God in just two commandments and by demonstrating the Messiah must be more than the son of David.
34 When the Pharisees heard that [Jesus] had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 35 and one of them, an expert in the law, asked him a question to test him. 36 “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37 He said to him, “ ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.” 41 Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: 42 “What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” 43 He said to them, “How is it then that David by the 9 Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 44 ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet” ’? 45 “If David thus calls him 


Lord, how can he be his son?” 46 No one was able to give him an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 
Sermon
	This weekend we commemorate the Reformation, a time when the Christian church underwent some significant changes all in the name of getting back to what was central…namely, the good news of God’s love for humanity revealed through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. The festival of Reformation is a good time for us to reorient ourselves, to that central message and the reality that, through the resurrection, Christ remains present in our midst to reveal God’s love for us here and now, any time, anywhere. Generally, every year, the same Scriptures assigned for Reformation assist us in that re-orientation: passages from Jeremiah 31, Psalm 46, Romans 3 and John 8.
	But today, we heard Matthew 22:34-46, and that is because I wanted to remain connected to the flow that was found in our regular Sunday lectionary texts throughout the month of October. Remember that the audience for Jesus’ teachings the past few weeks are religious leaders in Jerusalem. In last week’s passage, the disciples of the Pharisees along with the Herodians teamed up to try to trap Jesus with their questions. The way that Jesus responded sent them away amazed. In the verses between last week’s gospel and this week’s gospel the Sadducees questioned Jesus and, as it says in verse 34, Jesus silenced them too. 
	In today’s passage, the Pharisees come to question Jesus about the greatest commandment. Its not a particularly challenging question…everyone knew that the greatest commandment was to love the Lord your God with all your heart and soul and mind. But then Jesus follows that up with a second commandment that he says is, “like it”: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. And, as Jesus said, when you think about it, this is what the Law and the Prophets were all about. While this was probably not the first time these two commandments were linked together, it is uncertain how common it was to do so at that time.
	Love God and love neighbor…that seems pretty basic, almost simplistic and Jesus doesn’t go on in any great detail about what this means, what it looks like. He does go on with this confusing question about whose son the Messiah is, but I would say this is one of those questions that is intended to humble the Pharisees rather than really teach us something 


significant. The teaching about these 2 greatest commandments, however, gives us something significant to ponder.
	On the one hand, I find it interesting in this discussion about the greatest commandments that there isn’t more explanation to it. If these commandments are so significant, than let’s hear more about them…what does loving God look like?  Who is considered a neighbor and what does loving them look like? At least when this topic comes up in Luke’s gospel, the expert in the law asked the question “who is my neighbor,” and that resulted in Jesus telling the parable of the Good Samaritan. But we don’t have that here…so what are we supposed to do with this?
	As I mentioned earlier, the audience in the gospel passages these past few weeks has been different groups of religious leaders. These are the people who supposedly know the most about God, facilitate the relationship between God and God’s people and know the law inside and out. But based on what I have shared with you about these religious leaders, there has been a significant disconnect between this calling and the attitudes and actions of the religious leaders. They have become more interested in political power, wealth and influence. 
	When Jesus came into Jerusalem, these leaders felt all that they valued was threatened by Jesus. That is because Jesus was the embodiment of loving God and loving neighbor. Jesus shared the good news of God’s kingdom come near with people who were suffering. Jesus healed the sick and tormented and invited his disciples into that ministry. Jesus remembered the forgotten, he taught the importance of treating people, especially women with more dignity, he encouraged sharing with those who did not have, he blessed children, he gave hope to those who were harassed and helpless.  In this way, Jesus modeled loving God and loving neighbor. Jesus’ ministry was the reminder the Jerusalem religious leaders needed, but they saw him as a pain, an annoyance, eventually, someone to eliminate. All because loving God and loving neighbor became a threat rather than the greatest, most important of the commandments.
	So now we have to consider that sometimes loving God and loving neighbor isn’t as basic and simplistic as we might think. Sometimes, it feels like a pain, an annoyance, a threat. There are times when we put the pursuit of independence, wealth, power, control or influence over the commandment to love God and love our neighbor. When this happens, we don’t want 

to hear that we’ve put something else in God’s place in our lives. It takes time, it takes resources, it takes money, it takes energy, it takes trust, it take humility to love our neighbor, especially when they are different from us or are in need. And because loving our neighbor might take something from us, we sometimes view it as a threat. 
	This is why, throughout time, it has been so easy to convince us that our neighbor might be a threat. Are immigrants and refugees taking what is ours? Are the poor draining our resources? Are minorities taking our place?  Or, is it rather…that immigrants and refugees are our neighbors, so we love them and chose to give of ourselves to know them better? Are the poor our neighbors, so we love them and chose to share our excess of resources. Are people of all races and backgrounds our neighbors, so we welcome them around our tables and chose to cheer them on in whatever they contribute to the world. 
	What was the final act of Jesus in his love of God and of neighbor?  He suffered and gave his life on the cross. Jesus gave of himself because that’s what love is.  It is not a feeling, it is an intentional giving of something of ourselves.  In obedience to God and love for us, Jesus gave his life on the cross. The religious leaders were more concerned with taking…taking what they wanted and guarding themselves from anyone taking from them or from God. 
	But love is about giving, sharing. God gave Jesus to the world. Jesus gave his presence, his healing, his love, his message to all whom he encountered who were in any need. And then Jesus gave his life to reveal once again that the character of God’s love is a love that gives to all who need it. The greatest commandments are to love the God who, through Christ, has give us life and salvation by giving us relationship with God forever and love our neighbor with that same love that gives to all who need it. When God’s love for us, revealed in Jesus, moves us to give, share and welcome, then we no longer see other human beings as taking what is ours, draining our resources or taking our place. They become neighbors loved by God to whom we give freely because God’s love, revealed in Jesus, is a giving love. Amen.


2

