	LORD OF LIFE SERMON
24th Week After Pentecost	November 8, 2026

First Reading Amos 5:18-24 
In the days of Amos, people thought that the day of the LORD would be a time of great victory, but Amos announced that it would be a day of darkness, not light. He said liturgy is no substitute for obedience. The LORD demands justice and righteousness in the community.
18 Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD! Why do you want the day of the LORD? It is darkness, not light, 19 as if someone fled from a lion and was met by a bear or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall and was bitten by a snake. 20 Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not light, and gloom with no brightness in it? 21 I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 22 Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them, and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals I will not look upon. 23 Take away from me the noise of your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 24 But let justice roll down like water and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.
Psalm 70
1Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; O LORD, make haste to help me. 2Let those who seek my life be put to shame and confounded; let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be disgraced. R 3Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me turn back because of their shame. 4Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great is the LORD!” 5But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O God. You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, do not tarry.  
Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
Some of the Thessalonians are worried that dead Christians will be excluded from the resurrection to eternal life when Christ comes again. Paul reassures them with the word of hope that all Christians, living or dead, will be raised into everlasting life with Christ.
13 We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 15 For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. 16 For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words. 
Gospel Matthew 25:1-13 
Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming, emphasizing the need for readiness at all times.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten young women took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3 When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, 4 but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5 As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6 But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7 Then all those young women got up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9 But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 10 And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding 8 banquet, and the door was shut. 11 Later the other young women came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12 But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13 Keep awake, therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”
Sermon
	As I begin today, I’d like to just orient everyone to where we are in Matthew’s gospel because it matters in interpreting the message. Last week, for the festival of All Saints Sunday, we jumped back to Matthew 5 and we heard the Beatitudes, which serve as an introduction to Jesus’ first major teaching in Matthew known as the Sermon on the Mount but is also an introduction to the whole of Jesus’ ministry. If we use the Beatitudes as a lens through which to view Jesus’ ministry throughout Matthew’s gospel, we will see these teachings put into action, lived out, embodied. 
	This week’s gospel passage is 20 chapters after that. Jesus’ teachings in this chapter, which we will hear over the next 2 weeks, all need to be heard in the context of Jesus final teachings to his disciples. While the audience for the parables in early October were the religious leaders, the audience now has shifted to Jesus’ disciples. So, we have to ask ourselves, what message does Jesus want to convey to these who will carry on his ministry going 

forward? What does Jesus emphasize as his arrest and crucifixion draw near? And what are we meant to hear through Jesus’ words.
	One thing to understand, particularly about these parables for the next couple weeks, is that there is an urgency in what Jesus is saying here. Jesus’ teaching is intended to move his listeners in some way. While there may be some comfort in his words, Jesus seems more interested in exhorting his followers…not extorting, but exhorting, which means to urge, to urge or give urgent advice, recommendations or warnings, according to dictionary.com. Scholars call this eschatological teaching, and I’ll only use that word once, but it basically means teachings that have to do with the end times, or judgement or Jesus’ return. The important point is that a big aspect of the teaching is that time is not unlimited, life as we know it now will not continue forever. That in the kind of urgency behind Jesus’ teachings these next few weeks.  
Jesus’ teaching today comes to us in parable form…yay. Parables are interesting, but in recent years I’ve realized that parables are much more powerful when we aren’t trying to figure out who represents whom in the parable but instead glean an overall message from what happens in the story. Today’s parable uses the wedding ritual of Jesus’ day to convey a message. There are a few things we need to understand about the wedding ritual. It begins with the man signing the marriage contract with the woman’s family. After that, the groom must prepare a home for himself and his new wife. It is only after that is finished that the groom goes to bring the bride to their home where they have a wedding ceremony and the celebration begins. There is no telling how long the process of building the dwelling or fetching the bride will take. Hence, it is a waiting game.
The task of waiting for the groom in the parable has been likened by scholars to our waiting for Jesus’ return. Regardless of how long the wait may seem to be, however, the bridegroom does come. The focus here seems to be on the waiting bridesmaids and, particularly, on the light of their lamps. When we talked about this parable in Bible study a few weeks ago we noted that all of the bridesmaids fell asleep. So the focus is not on that as much as it is on the lamps that are not able to light the way for the bridegroom. 
The parable reminds us all that Jesus will return one day. We are waiting for his return. The question is, how do we wait? One thing the parable is not saying is that we should just sit 

around and watch the skies for Jesus. In fact, when I think of the lamps of the bridesmaids, I can’t help but think back to what Jesus said to his disciples in the Sermon on the Mount, “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. People do not light a lamp and put it under the bushel basket; rather, they put it on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.”
If we make this connection, then the light isn’t only the light of our faith burning in our hearts. It is the light of faith in our hearts that shines through our lives in how we care for those around us. For us on this side of Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection, it is Christ who keeps our faith burning. The one who came as God with us…who suffered and died for us…who rose from the grave to conquer sin and death for our salvation…he has fulfilled all of this for us so that we know his last promises is sure…he will return one day. The life of waiting for a follower of Christ is a life of sharing the light of his love with the world by serving our neighbor, by working to make the world better for everyone.
This is echoed in our First Reading from the prophet Amos, who calls God’s people, who are worshipping a just and righteous God to “let justice roll down like water and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.” Justice and righteousness mean being in right relationship with God and with one another, not oppressing nor withholding the means to well-being for any person or people. Saying no to prejudice. Saying no to inequality. Saying no to corruption that accumulates power and wealth among a few. Amos calls God’s people to live out their vocation as God’s people, to seek just treatment and right relationship with all of humanity. Jesus, while promising to return one day, exhorts his followers to shine the light that he has given us for the good of our neighbors and communities. In this way, even while we wait, the world can see hope that God is present even now.
Many of you know by now that we have been studying the social statement “Faith and Civic Life” on Monday nights. Outside of my doing, it was well-coordinated to coincide with the election last Tuesday. One of the things that the social statement reminds us is that we as Lutherans have a calling to be engaged in civic life, which is anything that has to do with our common life as shared with our neighbors, our communities and beyond. This involvement, whether it is in community or civic organizations, civil service positions or military service, 

overseeing elections or serving in an elected position, is for the purpose of seeking the common good for all people.
I think we can all agree now that this election cycle is thankfully over, not everyone is focused on serving for the common good of all people. In some cases, we want our side to win no matter the cost. In some cases, common decency has been thrown out the window. In some cases, the pursuit of self-interest has replaced the pursuit of the common good. Very little about the way campaigns are run serves the actual purpose for which we have this form of government…to come together with different ways of addressing the issues in front of us and working out the best solution. 
As people who are awaiting the return of our Savior who died for all of humanity, we need to ask ourselves what our engagement in our political system should look like? Might it look like when Mike DeWine, our Republican governor who is also a devout Catholic, said that he didn’t plan to do anything to limit the powers of the next governor, Democrat Amy Acton, and would work with her and her team to make for a smooth transition. Or might it look like when James Talerico, a Presbyterian seminary student who won a senate race in Texas said that he didn’t want to turn Texas blue, he wanted to turn it purple. Might it look like us contacting our senators and representatives to communicate our concerns and hopes, even, at times, to hold them to account or facilitating community conversations about community issues.  
While Jesus will return one day, he still calls his followers to remain engaged in the world, with the light of the bridegroom giving light and hope in all corners of our life together. We do not withdraw from the world. We do not follow the ways of the world. Remember what Jesus tells his followers from the very beginning…You are the light of the world…let your light shine before others. This is the light that gives hope to the world that, even as we wait, God is with us. Amen.   
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